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PREFACE 


"sf E Author oe the following OD DP 
cannot commit it to the preſs, without acknow- 


kdping the deepeſt ſenſe of gratitude, for the un- 


WJ common marks of approbation with which he has 
een honoured Sy the | ns 


Tho * has choſen a title us'd by, Moutes, 
be has neither borrowed a ſingle circumſtance from 


that great poet, nor to the beſt of his recollection 5 
from any other writer.— His chief ſtudy has been 


u leer between che extremes of ſentimental gloom, 


ud the exceſſes of unintereſting levity; ; he has 


ome laugh, yet he hopes he has alſo ſome leſſon; 
nl faſhionable as it has been lately for the wits, 


— 
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even with his friend Mr. Garrick at thei head, 


to ridicule the Comic Mu le, when a little} 
grave, he muſt think that ſhe degenerates into 
farce, where the grand buſineſs of inſtruction is 
neglected, and conſider it as a hereſy in criticiſm, 
to ſay that one of the moſt arduous taſks within 
the reach of literature, thov'd, when executed, be 
wholly wont utility. 


to aſſert, that he has not purloin'd a ſingle ſprig of 
bays from the brow of any other writer, he may, | 
perhaps, be aſked, if there are not ſeveral plays in 
the Engliſh language, which, before his, produced 
Generals, Lawyers, Itiſhmen, "Duels, Maſque 
Trades, and Miſtakes ? He anſwers, yes; and con. 
feſſes moreover, that all the Comedies before his, 


were compos'd not only of men and women, but : 
that before his, the great buſineſs of comedy con- ; 
ſiſted in making difficulties for the purpoſe of re- 
moving them; in diſtreſſing poor young lovers; 


and in rendering a happy auge the object of 
every cataſtrophe. 2 


guilty to all theſe charges, ſtill, in extenuation of 
His may he begs leaye to obſerve, that having 


1 PREFACE. 


| The 4 having been . ml 


Yetih& the Authorbf the School for Wives, pleats Þ 
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rl men and women to introduce upon the 
ſtege, he was oblig d to compoſe his Dramatis 
Perſons of mere fleſh and blood; if, however, 5 
he has thrown this fleſh, and this blood, into new ; 
ftuations 3 if he has given a new fable, and plac d 
tis characters in a point of light hitherto unex- 
tibired :—he flat. ters himſelt that he may call his 
play, a nero play, and tho' it did not exiſt before 
the creation of the world, like the famous Welch 
pedigree, that he may have ſome ſmall precenſions 
Py 


Two things beſides the general moral incul- 
ated thro* his piece, the Author has attempted ; . 
the firſt, to reſcue the law, as a profeſſion, from b 
idicule or obliquy; and the ſecond, to remove the 
imputation of a barbarous ferocity, which dra- 
matic writers, even meaning to compliment the 
Ih nation, have connected with their Idea of 
that gallant people —The law, like every other 
poteſſion,| may have members who occaſionally 
liprace it; but to the glory of the Britiſn name, = 
tis well know that i in the worſt of times, it has 
moduced numbers whoſe virtues reflected honour 
on human nature; many of the nobleſt privileges 
tit conſtitution has to boaſt of, were derived 
bom the integricy, or the wiſdom of lawyers : 


5 
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Vet the ſtage has hitherto caſt an indifcrinina 
| ſtigma | upon the whole body, and laboured to make 
that profeſſion either odious or contemptible in the 
theatre, which, if the laws are indeed dear to good 
Engliſhmen, can never be too much reſpected in 
this kingdom. There i is ſcarcely a play in whic 
a lawyer i 15 introduced, that is not a libel upon the 
long robe; and ſo ignorant have many dramatie 
Vriters been, that they have made no diſtinctio 
whatcyer, between the characters of the firſt Bani 
ſters! in Weſtminſter-Hall, and the meaneſt ſolicitor 
the Old Bailey. 


1 


Wich reſpect to the gentlemen of Indland, whe 
even. an abſolue attempt is manifeſted, to plac 
8 them! in a favourable point of view, they are dravt 

d with a brutal promptitude to quarrel, which is a dil 
grace to the vell known humanity of their coun ; 
try. —The gentlemen of Ireland have doubtleß 
quick ſenſe of honour, and, like the gentlemen 0 
England, as well as like the gentlemen of every oth 
5 higk- ſpirited nation, are perhaps unhappily too re: 
dy to draw the ſword, where they conceive themiclve 
injured—Bur to make them proud of a barbaro 
propenſity to Duelling; to mak/ them actually & 
lig ht in theeffuſion of blood, is to faſten a very unju 
reproach upon their general character, and to rei 


PREFACE. * 


ger them univerſally obnoxious to ſociety. The 
author of the School for Wives therefore, has given 


a different picture of Iriſh manners, though in 
humble life, and flatters himſelf that thoſe who are 
really acquainted with the original, will acknow- 


lege it to be at leaſt a tolerable ne. ah 


a 4 wid be ungr ral in dhe higheſt Ff to 


cloſe this preface, without acknowleging the very 
great obligations which the author has to Mr. 
Garrick. Every attention, which either as a ma- 
nager, or as a man, he could give to the intereſt of 

: the following play, he has beſtowed with the moſt 
generous alacrity; but univerſally admired as he 
: is at preſent, his intrinſic value will not be known, 
till his loſs is deplored; and che public have great 


reaſon to wiſh, that this may be a very diſtant _ 


| event in the annals of the theatre, The 8 
. ſufficiently marks the maſterly hand from which 
it originated; ſo does the comic commencement of 


the Prologue, and the elegant writer of the graver 


part, is a character of diſtinguiſhed « eminence in 
: the lirerary ws 


It has been remarked with great juſtice, that 


FA few new pieces were ever better performed than 7. be 
School for Wis. Mr. King, that highly-deſerving 


favorite 
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i BREFAGE 


favourite of the town, was every thing the author ü 
eould poſſibly wiſh in General Savage. Mr. Red. 
4th acquired a very conſiderable ſhare of merited 
reputation in Belville. Mr. Moody i is unequalled 
in dis Iriſhmen.” Mr. Palmer, from his manner of 
ſupporting Leeſon, was entitled to a much better 
part And Mr. Weſton i in Torington was admi- 
Table. Miſs Younge, in Mrs. Belville, extorted 
| applauſe from the coldeſt auditor, Her ten 
derneſs—her force. he 1 pathos, were the true 
effuſions of genius, and proved that ſhe has no 

: fuperior where the feelings are to be intereſted, 
With reſpect to Mrs, Abington, enough can never 
de aid. The elegance, the vivacity, the critical 
nicety with which ſhe went through Miſs Wal. 
 fingham, is only to be gueſſed at, by thoſe who are 
familiar with the pertormance of that exquiſite ace 

- wels. Her Epilogue was delivered with an anima- 
tion not to be conceived, and manifeſted the ſtrict 
propriet; 7, with which ſhe is called the firſt prieſcets 
; of che Comic Muſe in this  COuggrF- "qa 
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THE SCHOOL FOR WIVES, | 


BEING A COMEDY IN WHICH THE LADIES 


ARE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED, | 


HO BE ADDRESS TO THE FIRST ll 
ORNAMENT OF THE SEX; | 


AND 18 THEREFORE INSCRIBED WITH 
THE HIGHEST ADMIRATION AND. 
ES THE MOST PROFOUND 


' REVERENCE, 


10 HER MAJESTY; 


3 vor BECAUSE SHE 18 THE GREATEST 
or QUEENS, 


zur BECAUSE IN THE MILDER, AND. 


MORE E, NDEARING RELATIONS 
oF LIFE, 


SHE IS THE BRIGHTEST PRI OF 
ALL THE FEMALE VIRTUES. 


— Jamary 1, 1774. 
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— by Mr. K IN G. 


- »- ad l 
** 


0 ** be, who i in this OY ages, 4 
r ſel his foot upon the dan 15 'rous ftage, 
25 boards, like Ice, your footing will betray, 
Who can tread ſure upon a ſlipp'ry way? 1 
I ſome thro froe atts, ſlide with wond*rous Heil, . l 
Slim ft e turn, op, or wind at will Ty $4 
une tumble, and get up; ſome riſe no more, 
While cruel criticks watch them on the ſhore, 0 
hd at each. ſtumble make à helliſb roar! 
{wiſe Philoſopher, hath truly noted, 
[His name I have forgot, tho” often eee ) 
ſlat fine-ſpun ſpirits from the flighteſt —_— 
Draw to. themſelves affiiion, or applauſe : 
fares it with our Bard.---Laſt week he meets. 
lme hawkers, roaring up and down the ſtreets, | 
lies, characters, behaviour, parentage, | 
lf ſome who ately left the mortal Rave ! 
ts ears ſo caught the ſound, and work'd bi mind, 
tt thought his ozon name floated in the wind; 
4 thus—** Here is a faithful, true relation, 
* Of the birth, parentage, and eaucation, 
* Laſt dying ſpeech, confeſſion, charatter, 
H the unhappy malefaFerer,  _ 
d cock poet, Thomas Addle Brain! 

= 4 ſuffer*d Monday laſt at Drury Lane; 

er the price of © half-penny a piece; 
1 his ears theſe horrid founds encreaſe | + 
Ind and condemn'd, half executed too; 


Ther hands the culprit ; * e by vou. 


P 


le going. 


8 


P XR 0 E © 6 FRY - *. 
Enter Miſs 1 O UN GE. 


- Mis I OUN GE. 
Pra give me e have—T've ſomething now to ſoy. 


Mr. KING. 


Wt t at the ;e School for Wives, you're taught th way? 
7 be cho for Huſbands teaches to obey. 
| len 


Mis YOUNGE. 


5 7 is a ſhame, good Sirs, that brother Kin 8» 
o joke and laughter, ſhould turn every thing. 
Our frighted poet would have na denial, 
But, begs me to ſay ſomething. on bis trial 
The School for Wives, as it to 4s belongs, . 
Should for our uſe be guarded with our tongues. 
Ladies, prepare, arm well your brows and eyes, 
From thoſe your thunder, theſe your light ning flies, 
_ Should ſtorms be riſing in the Pit---look down, 
And fill the waves thus, fair ones, with a frown i 
Or ſhould the Galleries for war declare, 
Look up---your eyes will carry | [Wie as far. . 


Our Bard, to noble triumphs points, your Way, 
Bias you in moral principles be gay; 
Something bed alter in your education, 

Something which hurting you, world burt a nation; 
Ingenucus natures wiſh you to reclaim ry. 
By ſmiling virtue youll inſure your aim: 

That gilds with bliſs the matrimonial hours, 
ts blends her laurels with the Sweeteſt floxwers „ 


Ve mari ted feir dion to attend our ſehooh, 
And witheut uſurpation earn to rule- 
Soon will:he ceaſe mean objets to-purſue, 
In conſcience wretched till be lives to you; 
' Your la nis will reformation's pain beg wile, 
And vice receive a tab from every mile. 


— The ade of the Prologuehone thislineis by another! 
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= Wal draw you here, by calling you to School? 
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| Spoken 2 Mrs, ABINGTON, 


10 d 


\ 1 


IXN it be FOR ye An, this e fo 


Does not Je: know, poor fol? to be directed, 
I what you bate, Foy more to be correcte ! 
| Long have theſe walls to public fame been lion, 
As ancient College to inſtruct the toton! 
Me ve Schools for Rakes, for Fathers, Been Wire, 
For naughty girls and boys, to mend their lives: 
Where ſome to yawn, ſome round about to ol, 
Some to be ſeen, few come to mind their book ; 
Some with high wit and humour hither run, 
To ſweat the moſters---and they call it fun. 
| Some mod ſp ſpar ks, true ftoicks, and high bred, 
Come, but ne er know what's done, or ſung, or fails 3 
Should tbe whole herd of criticts round them roar, 
And with one voice cry out, encore] encore! 
Or louder yet, off, off; no more! no more! 
_ Should Pit, Box, Call ry with convulſions fake, 


Still are they half afieep, nor Pother half awake; 
O, ladies fair] are theſe fit men to wed? 


9 Such huſbands, half, Cad better be quite dead. 
But, to relurn,---vain men, througbout the e, 
Boat, they alone, have College eaucation : 

Are not we qualify'd to take degrees i: ” 
 Weive caps, aud cowns, nay bands too, if you rule 
Cornelly's, and Alma, k's, our Univerſities / 

Young female ſtudents riſe, if girls of Parts 

Fron V Ander graduates, - amiſtreſſes of arts ! 

The baſbful ſpinſters, turn important ſpouſes, 

Strive to be matters, and the heads of houſes! 

Hill any of you here, bleff with a wife, _ 

Diſpute the PRI dare not for Jour W. 
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* | Pray el me truly, criticks, and be free, 
| Do you this night prefer the Wife to me? 

Shall Mrs. Belville give the. Play a named 

What are ber merits? a cold, ſmiling dame, 

While I, a ſalamander, liv'd in flame! 
 Preſs'd by. three lovers {---"twyas indeed proveking { f 
Ladies, upon my word, it was no Joking. 

Can you from mortal woman more require, 
Than ſave her fingers, and yet. play with fire bi. 

The riſks. I run, the partial bard upbraids, 
Wines won't be Regie ts it the School for Maids, 
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BELVILLE, 


Mrs. BELVILLE, 


NE 


General SAVAGE, 


TORRINGTON, | 


LEESON, | 
Captain SAVAGE, 


ConnoLLy, 


SrnucE, 


Gu AST L v. 


on 


Miſs WAL sING HAM, 


Lady RACHEL MitDew, 


Mrs. TxmeesT, 
Miſs Lzp$0N, 


Maid, 


Dramatis Perſonz. 
* 
Mr. Kin, 
Mr. RR DDI su, 
Mr. Wrs ron, 
Mr. PALMER, | 
Mr. BazRETON, 
Mr. Moovy, 
Mir. BaDDELEY, 


E N. 


Mrs. Arvo rev, 


Mis Younocr, 


Mrs. Horkixs, 


Mrs. Grevitte, 
Miſs Jarkatr, 


Mrs. Mir LIDE. 
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School for Wives. 


ACT 4 


SCENE, an Apartment at Beryii Lys. 


Enter ce Savgor, and M: 25 Warsischau. 


cn 1 A! Sat hat Well, Miss Wallngham, 
this fury is going; what E noble Pen. the has 


rung in Belville's ears! 
M „ War. Did ſhe ſee you, Captain Savage? 3 
Cay. No, I took care of that; for tho' ſhe is'n't 


married to my father, ſhe has ten cimes the influence | 
of a wife, and might! injure me not a little with him, = 


it I didn't ſupport her fide of the queſtion. 
Miſs War. It was a pleaſant conceit of Mr. Bel- 


ville, to inlinuate the poor woman was diſordered in 


| her ſenſes ! 


Carr. And did you ore hw he termagant's 
violence of temper, ſupported the Probability of the. 


charge! $ 


Miſs War. Yes, ſhe became almoſt frantic in re- 
ity, when ſhe found herſelf treated like a mad- 


vom all, 


rable! 


. $CHOOL for WIVES. 
Cave, Belville's affected ſurpriſe too, was adm 


Miſs Wal. Yes, the hypocritical compoſure of his 


cCountenance, and his counterfeit — for the Poor 
woman, were intolerable! 


Carr. While that amiable creature, his wife, i im. 
plicitly believed every ſyllable he faid— g- 


_ * Miſs Wal. And felt nothing but pity for the ac. 
cuſer, inſtead of paying the leaft regard to the accu- 
ſation. But pray, is it really under a pretence of 

getting the girf upon the ſtage, that Belville has 


taken away Mrs. N neice from the People ſhe 


| boarded with? 


Cayr. It is: Belville, ever on "the look out for freſh 


2 objects, met her in thoſe primitive regions of purity, the 
_ Green-Boxesz where, diſcovering that ſhe was paſſion- | 
"ately deſirous of becoming an actreſs, he improved his 
acquaintance with her, in the fictitious character of 
an Iriſh manager, and ſhe eloped laſt night, to be, as 
5 the 1 imagines, the heroine of a Dublin theatre. 


Miſs War. So, then, as he has kept his real name 
artfully conceal'd, Mrs. Tempeſt can at moſt but 


fulpedt him of Mifs Leeſon's ſeduction. 


Capr. Of no more; and this, only, from the 


deſcription of the people who faw him in company 


with her at the play; but, I wiſh the affair may not 
ave a ſerious concluſion ; for the has a brother, 3 


very ſpirited young fellow, who is a council in the 
Temple, and who will certainly call Belville to an 
account, the moment he hears of it. 


Miſs Wat. And what w:ll become of the poo 
creature after he has deſerted her? 7 

Carr. You know that Belville is generous to pro- 
Fan, and has a thoufand good qualities to counters 
balance this ſingle fault of gabantry, which con 


| nates his character. 


\ i 


The SCHOOL for WIVES. 3 


Mb 5 War. You men you men vou are ſuch 


wretches that there's no having a moment's ſatisfac- 
con with you! and what's ſtill more provoking, 


there's no having a moment's ſatisfaction without you | 
Capr. Nay, don't think us all alike. 
Miſs War. I'll endeayour to deceive mytelf; for 


it is but a poor argument of your rt 4 to be 
che confidant of another's falſehood. 


Capr. Nay, no more of this, my love; no peo- 


ple Ive happier than Belville and his wife; nor is 
there a man in England, notwithftanding all his 
lerity, who conſiders his wife with a warmer degree 


of affection: if you have a friendſhip therefore, for 


her, let her continue in an error, fo neceſſary to her 
repoſe, and give no hint, whatever, or his pallanerie 


to any body. 


Miſs War. If I had no pleaſure, in obliging you, : 

or Mrs. Belville, not to 
follow your advice; but you need not enjoin me ſo 
ſtrongly on the ſubject, when you know I can keep 


| have too much regard 


a ſecret. 


Capr. You are all dud; and the prudence & 
with which you have conceal'd. our private engage- 
ments, has eternally oblig*d me; had you truſted the 
ſeret even to Mrs. Belville, it wor ds't have been ſafe; 


ſhe wou'd have told her huſband, and he is ſuch a 


nttleſkul, that, notwithſtanding all his regard for 
me, he wou'd hows mentizon'd it in ſome moment of 
evity, and ſent 1 it in a courie of circulation to and 


father, 


Miſs War. The peculiarity 4 your father” s tem 


per, join'd to my want of fortune, made it neceſſary 


vor me to keep our engagements inviolably ſecret; 
there is no merit, therefore, either in my prudence, 

or in my labouring aſſiduouſly to cultivate the good 
pinion of the General ; ſince both were ſo neceſ- 
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ary to my own happineſs ; don't deſpiſe, me for this 


acknowledgement now. 


Caer. Bewitching ſoftneſs ! But your goodneſs, 
I flatter myſelf, will be ſpeedily rewarded ; you are 


now ſuch a favourite with him, that he 4 eternally 
talking of you; and I really fancy he means to pro 


poſe you to me himſelf : for, laſt night, in a few mi. 


nutes after he had declared you would make the beſt 


wife in the world, he ſeriouſly alk'd me if 1 had any 
averſion to matrimony ? 
Mis Wai. Why, that was a very great conceſſion 


indeed, as he ſeldom ſtoops to conſult any body's 
inclinations. 


Capt. So it was, I affure you; for, in the army, 
being uſed to nothing but command and obedience, 


he removes the diſcipline of the parade into his | 
family, and no more expects his orders ſhou'd be dif. 
puted, in matters of a domeſtic nature, than if they 
were deliver'd at the head of his regiment. 


Miſs Wat. And yet, Mrs. T empeſt, who you ſay 
is as much a ſtorm in her nature as her name, is di- 


; Putins chem Apraally, 


Enter Mr. and 1 BrTVII IE. 


1 Well, Miſs Walſingham, hav'n't we had af 
pretty morning's viſitor? q 
Miſs War. Really, I think ſo; and I r been 3 

aſking Capt. Savage, how long the ny has been di. 3 


- ordered i in her ſenles © ? 


BRL. Why will they let the poor woman abroad, 3 
without ſome body to take care of her? 1 
Capr. O, ſhe has her lucid =... HY 5 f 

Mi Wal. I declare I ſhall be as angry with you 3 
as Jam with Belville. (aſide to the Captain.) | 
Mrs, BEI. You can't think how ſcnſibly the ſpoke 
at firſt, 4 
** * 5 ſhould have had no e of her mad- 


mats 
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* if ſhe hadn't brought ſo prepoſterous a charge 
againſt me. 


Enter: a Servant. 
WY Lady Rachel Mildew, Madam, ſends her 


compliments, and if you are not particularly en- 
gaged, will do herſelf the Pleaſure of waiting upon 


you. | 


to ſee her Ladyſhip. 1 Ex. Servan 


BL. I wonder if Lady Rachel knows that Tor- 


rington came to town laſt. night from Bath! 


Mrs. Bei. I hope he has found benefit by the 


waters, for he is . of the beſt creatures exiſting 


he's a downright prion Adams, 1 in 01 nature and : 


ſimplicity. 


Mis Wai. Lady Rachel mill be quite happy : at 
ki return, and it would be a laughable affair, if a 
match could be brought about between the old maid | 


and the old bachelor. 


Carr. Mr. Torrington is too much N up at 
Weſtminſter-Hall, to think of paying his devoirs to 


the ladies; and too plain a ſpeaker, fancy, to be ; 


agreeable to Lady Rachel, 


Bei, You miſtake the matter widely; ſhe is deep- 
bf ſmitten with him; but honeſt Torrington is ut- | 
terly unconſcious of his conqueſt, and modeſtly 
thinks that he has not a lingle attraction for any 


voman in the univerſe. 


Mrs. BEL. Yet my poor aunt ſpeaks ſufficiently 
plain, in all e to give him a different 


opinion of himſelf. 


Miſs War. Yes, and puts bs 8 into weh N 
repair, whenever ſhe expects to meet him, that her 
cheeks look for all the world like a raſberry ice upon 


2 ground of cuſtard. _ 
Carr. 1 thought Apollo was the only g god =; Lady 
| Rachel's 


Mrs. BzL. Our compliments, and we Hall be 34 


rr. 


2 ² ² ² an i, Lat 


— 5. 


2 


ſhe had taken leave of al the leſs elevated affec. 
tions. 


ally in love, and can by no means be calculated tg 


| — of the real ones. 


him. 


ficult to be ſupported at the maſquerade, as they are 
in real life. The laſt time I was at the Pantheon, 1 
veſtal virgin invited me to ſup with her, and ſwort 
that her . had been Piek d oy” a Juſtice of 
_EAEE. 


HFamlet's Ghoſt that box'd with Henry the Eighth, 
and afterwards danc'd a hornpipe to the tune of Nancy 
Dawſon. Ha! ha! ha !—We follow you, Mrs. | 
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Rachel's idolatary, and that in her paſſion for poetry 


Bzr. O, you miſtake again; the poets are etern. 


deſcribe the imaginary paſſions, without ws "ay 


Enter Servant. 


"Mi The man, Madam, from Taviſtock. ſtreet, 
has brought home the dreſſes for the maſquerade, 
and deſires to know if there are Rn commands tor 


Mrs. Bri. o, bid him ſtay till we ſee the dreſſes, 


1 Servant. 
Miſs War. They are only Hinge: „ 
BEL. I am glad of that; for characters are as dif. 


Wife War, Nay, tliat was not fo bad, as the | 


Belville. 5 52 [ Exeunt. 


Scene changes to 1 5 Chambers in the 7 emple: 


Enter Lxz50N. 


"Joins: Where 5 is this clerk of mine: ? Connolly! 

Cor. (behind) Here, Sir! 

LES. Have you copied the marriage ſettlement, 
as I corrected it? 

Cox. (Enters with piſtols ) Ay, honey, an hour ago, 


L.zes. What, * have been trying choſe ee, 
| FY ON. 


a * * * * 3 SIE Ec pie ES. 
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. By my ſoul, I have been firing them this half 
hour, without once being able to make them go off. 

Lets. They are plaguy dirty. 

Com. In troth, lo they are: I ſtrove to; brightbn 
them up a little, but ſome misfortune attends every 
thing 1 do, for the more I clane them, the dirtier 
they + are, honey, 

LES. You have had ſome of our uſual daily vil. 
tors for money, I ſuppoſe? 

Cox. Lou may ſay that; and three or For of 
them are now hanging about the door, that I wiſh. 
handſomely hang d any where elſe, for bodering us. 


Lees. No joking, Connolly! my preſent aruation 
is a very diſagreeable one. 


Con. F aith, and ſoit is; but who makes it dis 
reeable? your Aunt Tempeſt would let you have as 
much money as you pleaſe, but you won't condeſcend 
to be acquainted with her, though people in this 


country can be very intimate friends, without — 
one anothers faces for ſeven years. 


Lres. Do you think me baſe enough to receive a 
favour from a woman, who has diſgraced her family, 
and ſtoops to be a kept miſtreſs ? you ſee, my ſiſter is 
already ruin'd by a connection with her. : 

Cox. Ah, Sir, a good guinea isn't the worſe for ; 
coming through a bad hand; ; If it was, what would 
become of us lawyers ? and by my ſoul, many a high 
| head in London would, at this minute, be very 

bow, if they hadn't recieved favours even from much 
worſe people than kept miſtreſſes. 

Leks. Others, Connolly, may proſtitute their 


honour, as they pleaſe ; mine is my chief potivilion, 
ad I muſt take particular care of 1t. 


8 Honour, to be ſure, is a very fine thing, 
; but I don't ſee how it is to be taken care of, 
of. a little money; your honour, to my know-. 
lage, has'n't been in your own poſſeſſion theſe two 


years, 


FEE ̃˖ͤĩ˙²·¹˙- ̃ĩ de . 
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niolly, k ecauſe I know you faithful; but I hav'y 
5 given you a liberty ro ſport with my dforeunes. 


what aſe is your giving me leave to ſpake, if you oblige 
me to hould my tongue ? *tis out of pure love and 
| babili ty, enable me to redeem my honour, and to re. 
ward your fidelity; the lovely Emily, you know, 
of flying with me to Scotland, and the paltry trifles 
: 1 owe, will not be miſs'd in her Fortune. 
I fancy you will find it a little difficult, to run away 
' afterwards with the lovely Emily. 


fortunes.” e 


| out of the world without paying your debts. 


. "Font! Take this leiter to Mr. Belville ; deliver it into 


* 


years, and thi a0 4 crum can you honeſtly "ON 
by, till you get it out of the hands of your creditors, 
Lxxs. I have given you a licence to talk, Con- 


Con. You know I'd die to ſerve you, Sir; but of 


affection that I put you in mind of your misfortunes, 
LES. Well, Connolly, a few days will, in all pro. 


has half conſented to embrace the firſt opportunity 


Cox. But, dear Sir, conſider you are going to fight 
a duel this very evening, and if you ſhowd be kilt, 


Les. If I fall, there will be an (end 6 to my n mil 
Cox. But gel! it will not boa quite g genteel, to 00 | 


LES. But how ſhall I ſtay in the world, C ongolly, 
without puniſhing Belville tor ruining my ſiſter ? 
Cox. O, the devil fiy away with this honour; 
ounce of common ſenſe, is worth a whole ſhip Jo 0 
of it, if we muſt prefer a bullet or a halter, to a 
tine young lady and a great fortune. 
Lets. We'll talk no more on the ſubject at pre. 


his own hand, be ſure; and bring me an anſwer: 

make haſte ; for! ſhall not ſtir out till you come back 
Con. By my ſoul, I wiſh you may be able to it 

out then, honey. 0. but that's 8 true! 2. 
- Lees, What's the matter? 0-27 
Con. Why, 15 the gentleman 1 Uaft ld clerk 


wich 


- 
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1 died lately and left me a legacy of twenty 


pen N 
LES. What! is Mr. Stanley Salt ? 


Cox. Faith, his friends have behav'd very unkindly = 
if he is not, for they have buried him theſe tix weeks, 


Lets. And what then ? 


Cox. Why, Sir, 1 received my little legacy this 
morning, and if you'd be ſo good as to keep it for 
me, I'd be much obli 11 to you. 


LES. Connolly, IT underſtand you, but 1 am 


already ſhamefully in your debt: you ve had Ne | 
money from me this age — _ | 
Cox. O Sir, that does not Seu if you : are not 
kilt in this damn'd duel, you'll be able enough 0 


pay y me : if you are, I ſhan't want it. 
Lees. Why fo, my poor fellow? 


Con. Becauſe, tho' 1 am but your clerk, and. tho“ 
1 think fighting the moſt fooliſh thing upon earth, 
I'm as much a gintleman as youriclt, and have 
as much right to comn. it a murder in the way of 
duellin ing. OY 

| Lies. And what then ? ? Tou have no o quarrel with 
Mr. Belville? . 
Cov. I ſhall have: a damn'd 1 wich kim the? 

if you are kilt : your death ſhall be reveng' d, de- 


pend upon it, ſo let that content you. 


LEES," My dear Connolly, I hope I ſhan't want 
fach a proof of your affection.— Hos he diſtreſſes 
Kox. Yon ol want a ſecond, I ſuppoſe, in "TR 
affair: I ſtood ſecond to my own brother, in the Fif. 
teen Acres, and tho” that has made me getelt the very 
thought of duelling ever ſince; yet if you want a 
friend, Pil attend you to the field of death with A 
great deal of ſatisfaction, 5 
Lexs. I thank you, Connolly, but 1 think it ex- 


temely wrong in any man who has a e to ex⸗· 
6 : 8 
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poſe ka friend to difficulties ; . we ſhou'dn't ſock for 
redrels, if we are not equal to the taſk of fighting our 
_ own battles; and I chooſe you particularly, to carry 
my letter becaule, you may be ſuppoſed i ignorant of 
the contents, and thought to be acting only 1 in the 
ordinary courſe of your bulineſs, L 
Cox Say no more about it, honey; I will be Ia 
with you preſently. (going, returns. ) 1 put the twenty 
guincas in 13 bücher before you were up, Sir; 
_ and] don' t believe you'd look for ſuch a thing there, 
"x 1] wart t.. [Exit 
Lets. This faithful, Sate abe creature 1— 
but let me fly from thought the buſineſs I have to 
| execute, will not bear the teſt of reflection. 0 Exit. 


Res enter ConxoLLy, 


= Con. * this f is a challenge, I ſhou'dnꝰt g⁰ with 
out a ſwcrd; come down, little tickle- pitcher. 
(Jakes a fword ) Some people may think me very 
conccited now; but as the dirtieſt black legs in town 
can wear one without being ſtared at, 4 don” t think 
it can tufferany diſgrace oy the ſide of a an honeſt man, 


Exit. 


SCENE. Powe to an Hear bent ar Ber vir 9. 
Enter Mrs. BELVILLE. 


Mrs. Bzr. How ſtrangely this affair of Mrs. Tem- 

peſt 1 hangs upon my ſpirits, tho! I have every reaſon, 
trom the tenderneſs, the politeneſs, and the genero- 

muy of Mr. Rely, Ile, es well as from the woman's 
böehavicur, to b l'eve the whole charge the reſult of 
a diſturbs imagination. Yet ſuppoſe it ſhould be ac- 

tually true: —heigho !—well, ſuppoſe it ſhou'd I 
_wou'd endeavour—I think 1 wou'd endeavour to keep 
my teraper : a frowning face never recovered a heart 
_ that was not to be fix'd with a ſmiling one : but wo- 
| men, in Sener al, torget this grand article of the ma- 
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kimonial. creed entirely ; the dignity of. inſulted 


virtue obliges them to play the fool, whenever their 


Corydons play the libertinc; and poh | they muſt 


pull down the houſe about the traitor's cars, tho? 


they are themſelyes | to. be cruſt'd iti * by the . 


runs, 


_— er a Servant. 


San. Lady Rachel Mildew, madam, oo [Exit Ser. 


E, nter Lach Rachrl. Mizpzw. 


1 Rach. My dear, how have you done ſince 
the little eternity of my laſt ſeeing you. Mr. Tor- 
tington is come to town, I hear. 


Mrs. BEI. He is, and muſt be greatly Aattered to 


lind that your Ladyſhip. has made him the herd of 


your new comedy. 


Lady Rach. Ves, I have drawn kick as he is, an 
honeſt 5 of the law; which 2s 1 fancy no 


yery common character 


Mrs. Bet. And it mult be a vaſt acqu firion to 


| the / * "= 2 ; 
Lady Raci. Yet the managers of both Labs have 


tefuſed my play; have refuſed it peremptorily ! tho? 


| offer d to make them a preſent of ir. 


Mrs. BBL. That's very turprizing, when you offer 1 5 


to make them a preſent of it. 


Lady Rac. They alledge that the dn are e 
tired of crying at comedics and inſiſt that my De- 


pairing Shepherdeſs 18 uten too diſmal for re- 
preſentation. 


Mrs. BEL. W hat, tho? you have introduced a laws 
Jer in a new light? 

Lach Rach. Yes, and have a boarding- ſebool 
romp, that flaps her mother's face, and throws a 
beſon of ſcalding water at her governeſs. 


Aro. Ber, W by, ſurely, theſs are capital jokes! 


G 2 Lagy 
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out. — However, I am determined to bring it cut 
ſomewhere; and I have diſcover'd ſuch a treaſure tor 


guine expectation of eriticiſm. 


ner's, this morning, to fee ſome contraband ſilks, 
{for you-know there's a foreign miniſter jutt arriy 4 
I heard a loud voice rehearfing Juliet, from the 
dining-room ; and upon enquiry found that it Was a 
country girl, juſt elop'd from her friends in town, to 


who has been here this morning. (aide. 
ed Rach. Mrs. Le Blond has fome doubrs about | 
the manager it ſeems, though ſhe hasn't ſeen him | 
yet, 'begaule the apartments are very expenlive, aud | 
were taken by a fine gentleman out of livery. | 


Lady Rachel, as you have convers'd with this young, | 
a ctreſs, I dap pole . could . me a light ot 
her. . 


ie with her already; but pray keep the matter 
a ſecret from your huſband, for he is fo witty, you 


. 25 1 to death by him. 


dret is ſafe, for 1 have a moſt particular reaſon to keep Y 
it from Mr. Belville ; but he is coming this way with 
. dis Savage, let us at preſent. avoid him. [Exeunt | 


9 Nees But the managers can't find them 
my boarding- ſchool romp, as exceeds che you kan. 


Airs. BEL. How tortunate I 


Lady Racx. Going. o Mrs. Le Blond, my milk: 


go upon the ſtage with an Iriſh manager. 
Ars. BET. Fen to one, the ſtrange woman' 8 neice, 


Mrs. BEL. What am I to think of this ?—Pray, | 


Lady. Rach. This moment if you witl, I am very 


know, upon my paſſion for the drama, that I ſhail] 


Mrz. BEL. O, you may be very ſure . vour 0 : 


"Enter Ber viLLn, and Captain Saas. 


0 Exon: You are a very ſtrange man, Belville; von 


"a= for ver _ trnbling!y ſolicitous about the hap 4 
. 3 pine. 9 
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pineſs of your wife, yet for ever endangering i it & 


your paſſion for variety. 1 4; 
Ber. Why, there is cerrainly a contradiction be. 
teen my principles and my practice; but, if ever you 


marry, you'll be able to reconcile it perfectly. Poſ- 
kſion, Savage ! O, poſſeſſion, is a miſerable. whetter 
of the appetite in love! and I own myſelf ſo fad a 


fellow, that though I wou'dn't exchange Mrs. Bet- 
vile's mind for any woman's upon earth, there is 
ſcarcely a woman's perſon upon earth, which is ney 
to me a ſtronger object of attraCtion. 


Car. Then perhaps in a little t time youll. be 


weary of Miſs Leeſon ? 


Brt. To be ſure I ſhall; though to own the truth, 
have not yet carried my Pen conclubely with the 


little monkey. 


Carr. Why how the plague has the e eſcap'd 2 


moment in your hands? 


BBL. By a mere aceident. he came to o the lodg- 5 
ings, which my man Spruce prepar'd for her, rather un- 


expectedly laſt night, ſo that I happened to be en- 
gaged particularly in another quarter you under- 
ſtand me and the damn'd aunt found me ſo much 


employment all the morning, that I could only ſend 


a meſſage by Spruce, promiling to call.upon her the 
firſt moment I had to ſpare in the courſe of the day. 


Car. And ſo your are previouſly ſatisfied. that ; 


you ſhall be tired of her. 


Bit, Tir d of her?—Why I am at il moment 
in purſuit of freſh game, againſt the hour of 
ſatiety: Game that you know to be exquiſite! and | 
I fancy I ſhall bring it down, though it is cloſely 


4 guarded by a deal of that pride, Which paſſes for 


virtue with the generallity of your mighty good 


pcop'e. 


Carr. Indeed! and. may Fl body know this wonder? 
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you are the cloſeſt fellow I ever knew, and the rack 
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own ſecrets to any body—what do vou think of 


r 


| areſſes with any degree of approbation? 


what a happy dog Miſs Avon, coat 8 huſband 18 
Ukely wer 


but ſhell require a little more trouble for a fine 
Woman, like a fortified town, to ſpeak in your fa- 
ther's language, demands a regular ſiege; and we mult | 
even allow her the honours of war, LO Magn: ty che 
8 of our own victory. 


ever have the preſumption to attack a woman of 
of any kind about her. 
| had whiſpered my paſſion in her ear, and gave me T 


ſecond opportunity of addreſſing her improperly ; 
what N encouragement cou'd [ defire ? Es. 


Br. You are to be waſted! with any thing, fot 


ſelf would hardly make you diſcover one of your 


Miſs Walſingham? _ 
Dar. Miſs Walſingham ?—Death and the devil! 


1 of ae. 
- But. Miſs Walſingham: 4 
Carr. Why ſurely ſhe has not redeivict your ad- 


BEL. With every degree of approbation [ cou'd 
expect. 
Carr. She 8 3 

Bl. Ay: Why this news furpriſes you! F 

Capr. It does indeed! 


Bl. Ha, ha, ha! I can't help 8 to think 


Cap. A very happy dog, truly! ws 
Bx. She's a delicious girl, is'n't he, Savage ?— 


Car. Well, it amazes me how you gay fellows 
principle; Mijs Walfingham has no os + mr levity 


BI. No; but ſhe continued in my houſe, after 


Euter 1 


Well, Spruce, what are your commands? 
| Sprvce. My Lady 1s Juſt gone out Wich Lady 
Rache, Sir. Br. 
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Bel. 1 underſtand you. ; 


SprRUCE. I believe you do. (A,. 5 2 Exit. 
Capr. What is the Engliſh of theſe ſignificant 
looks between Spruce and you ? 


Ber. Only that Miſs Walſingham is left alone, . 
and that I have now an opportunity of entertaining 
her; you muſt excuie me, Savage; you muſt upon 

my foul; but not a word of this affair to any body; 
decauſe when 1 thake her off my hands, there may 


be fools enough to think of her, An terms of ho- 
a nourable matrimony. Exit 


Cap r. So, here's a diſcovery! a precious diſco- 
very! and while I have been racking, my imagina- 


tion, and ſacrificing my intereſt, to promote the 
happineſs of this woman, ſhe f been liſtening to 
the "dreſſes of another; to the addreſſes of a mar. 
ried man! the huſband of her friend, and the imme* 
diate friend of her intended huſband By Belville's 
own account, however, ſhe has not yet proceeded to 


any criminal lengths---Bur why did ſhe keep the affair 


a ſecret from me? or why did ſhe continue in his 
houſe after a repeated declaration of his unwarrantable 


atachment ?---What's to be dene ?---If I open my 


engagement with her to Belville, Jam ſure he will in- 
ſtantly de ſiſt; —but then her honour is left in a ſtate 
extremely queſtionable—Ir ſhall be ſtill concealed— 
While it remains unknown, Belville will himſelf tell 
me every thing; and doubr, upon an occaſion. of 
this nature, 1s infinitely more 'infupportable than che 


bonnrigfit falſchood of the woman whom re love. 
3 | Ii. x 
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when 1 ſurrender up my ſword: I own that for theig 
twenty years, I have been ſuffering all the incon. 
veniences of marriage, without taſting any one of 
its comforts, and rejoicing in an Imaginary freedom 
while I was really grovelling in chains. 


Job dn be convinc'd, but laugh'd at all your mar 
tried acquaintance as flaves, when not one of the 
put up with halt ſo much from the worſt wife, af 
vou were 18 0 to crouch under, from a kept mil 
much for me you know that ſhe was the wido 


matches on my account.— 


fuſed a high chancellor, ſhe was ſtill a devil incat 
nate, and you were of courſe a madman to live Wit 


health, an you may eaſily find a tenderer nurſe, wh 


AG T u. 


's 0 K N E, en \ Aparement i in | Gentral rast, 
| Houſe. | 8 g 


u G Savacr, and Tonnaworon = 


Gun. 2 UNE DS! Torrington, give me quarter 


Ton. In the dirtieſt chains upon earth; yet you 


reels. 1X 
Gen. *Tis too true. Bur, you 8 the ſacrifice 


of a colonel, and retus'd two very advantages! 


Ton. If the was the widow of a judge, and had re 


her. TEEN 
_  Gzn. You don't remember her care 5 me Wh 
I have been ſick, — 

Tor; I recollect, however, her” uſage of you 


you are bound over by the gout or the Fhewmar's 
2 . 


— 
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Gen. Well, well, I agree with you that ne is a 
teyil incarnate 3 but I am 1 this day determin'd to pare 


with Her for ever. 
Tor, Not you indeed. | 
Gin, What, don't I know my own nin © 


Ton. Not you indeed, when ſhe is in the queſtion 5 
wth every body elſe, your reſolution is as unalterable 
a determination in the houſe of peers; but Mrs, 
[T:mpeſt is your fate, and ſhe reverſes your decrees 


with as little difficulty as a fraudulent debtor now-a- 


days procures his certificate under a commiſſion of 5 


hankruptcy. 
Grey, Well if, like hs Roman Fab; ius, „I conquer 


by delay, in the nd. there will be no great reaſon to 
fad fault with my generalſhip. The Propot 2 of 


piting now comes from herſelf. 
Tok. O, you darn't make it for the life Ty you. 5 


GEN. You mult kaow that this morning we had a 2 


mart cannonnading on Belville's account, and ſhe 
lceatens, as 1 told you before, to quit my houſe it 
| don't challenge him for taking away her neice. 


Tos, That Fellow is the very devil among the 


=, and yet chere i isn ta man in England onder ; 
his wife. 


GeN. Poh, if the young minx bat t ſurrenderd : 


d him, ſhe would have capitulated to ſomebody 
le, and I ſhall at this time be doubly obliged 'to 
m, if he is any ways inſtrumental] i in getting the 


Fun off my hands. 


Tox. Why at this time? 
rv. Becauſe to ſhew you how fixdn my reſolution” 
chan a 22 no Vonger, ;F mean to marry im- 
ately, 
. And can't you avoid being N to ech. 
le a felon who refuſes to plead, "without i MCT 
fntence of perpetual impriſonment?;̃ 
vin, I fancy you would yourſelf have no ob- 
jection 
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jection to a perpetual impriſonment i in the arms of 
bl Miſs Walſingham. 
=_ Tok. But have you any reaſon to think that upon | 
| ; examination in a caſe of love, ſhe would give a f. 
. : e reply to your interrogatories? 1 
Sex. The greateſt—do you think I'd hazard ſuch 
an engagement without being pertectly ſure of my 
ground ? Notwithſtanding my preſent connection 
won't ſufſer me to ſee a modeſt. woman at my own 
houſe She always treats me with particular attention 
= wheneverl viſit at Belville's, or meet her any where 
4lIſeIf fifty young tellows are preſent, ſhe directs all 
| her affidinties to the old ſoldier, and my fon has a Ml 
= thoufand. times told me that ſhe profeſſes the gre 
=: opinion' of my. underſtanding. 
Ion. And truly you give a notable proof of your 
ih Underſtanding, in thinking of a woman almoſt young 
=” enough to be your grand-daughter. | 
f kx. Nothing like an experienc'd chief to com- 
x. mand i in any garriſon. _ 3 
A > Reeollect the ſtate of your anne citadel. ] 
Ge. Well, if I am blown up by my own mine, I 
4 hall be the only ſufferer—There's another thing 
want to-talk of, 1 am going to Ny my ſon to Mi 
Moreland. . | 
Tor. Miſs Moreland ! — 
- Gen. Belville's ſiſter. 3 
Ton. O, ay, I remember that Moreland had g got i 
good eſtate to aſſume the name of Belville. 
Grin, I havc'nt yet mention'd the matter to ml 
ſon, but I ſettled the affair with the girl's motel Y 
yeſterday, and ſhe only waits to communicate it [WM 
Belville, who is her oracle, you know. | 
Tok. And are you ſure the captain will like her?“ 3 
Gtx. I am not ſo unreaſonable as to inſiſt upon hi 
ting her, I ſhall only inſiſt upon his marrying her. 
Ton. What, whether he likes her or not? 
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Grn. When I iſſue my orders, 1 expect them to be 


obey'd ; and don't look for an examination into their 


propriety. | 
Tor, What a delightful thing i it mail be to live 


under a military government, where a man is not to 


be troubled with the exerciſe of his underſtanding. 
Gen. Miſs Moreland has thirty thouſand pounds 

That's a large ſum. of ammunition money. 
Tos, Ay, but a marriage merely on the ſcore of 

ſortune, is only gilding the death-warrant ſent down 


for the execution of a.priſoner. However as I know 
your obſtinate attachment to what you once reſolyc, 
| ſhan*t pretend to argue with you; where | are the 


papers which you want me to conſider ? 


Gen, They are in my library—Flle off 1 me to 


the next room and they ſhall be laid before you 


But firſt P11 order the chariot, for the moment I have 
your opinion, I purpoſe to fit down regularly betore 


Miſs Walbngham—who waits there? 


Enter a  feroant. 


Ein. Is Mrs. W at home: 3 

Sxav. Yes, Sir, Juſt come in, and Juſt going out 
:gain. 

Gen. Very wells order the chariot to be got ready. 


Serv. Sir. one of the pannels was broke laſt night 


at the Opera-houſe. 


Gen. Sir, I didn't call to have the pleafyre of your 
woverſation, but to have obedience paid: to my Th 


orders. 


Tos. Go order the chariot, you blockhead. 
SERV, With the broken pannel, Sir. 


Ven. Yes, you raſcal, it both pannels were broke, 


nd the back ſhattered to pieces. 


Sxxv. The coachman thinks that one of the wheels 
kdamag'd, Sir. 


Gan, Don' t attempt to reaſon, you dog, but exe- 
1 cute 
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cute your orders.— Bring the chariot without the 
wheels —if you can't © bring it with them. 

Tor, Ay bring it, if you reduce it to a ſledge, and 
let your maſter look like a malefactor for high ru trea. 
fon, on his Journey to T yburn. 4 


Enter Mrs. Tre N 


Mrs. Trur. General Sa avage, is the Houſe t. to bal 
for ever a ſcene of noiſe with your domineering ?—. | 
— The chariot ſhan't be brought—it won't be fit hi 
uſe 'till it is repaired—and John, ſhall drive it this | 

very minute to the coach- makers. 
© Grn. Nay, my dear, if it isn't fit for uſe that's | 
another thing. 
Tor. Here's the experienced chief chat $ fi to com- 


Eng. GS eder me therebach then. © to the Ser. 
* Mrs. TEMy. You can't Have the coach. | 
Gxx. And why fo, my love. 

Mrs. Tur. Becauſc { want it for my elf Boker 3 
get a hack for your maſter—tho* indeed I don't e 
What bufineſs he has out of the houſe, _ 3 

"4 [E xeunt. Mrs. 7. empeſ and Rober 9 

Ton. When you i ine your orders, you expect 
them to be Obey'd, avd don't look for an exanun- 
ation into their-propriety. _ 1 
Ex x. The fury |—this has ſtecld me adi ker W 
for ever, and nothing on earth can now prevent mc 
from drumming her. aut immediately. IJ 
Mrs. TEMP. (behind) An dle old fool 3 
But Pl make him Know who. governs. this houſe ' WM 
Grx. Zounds! here ſne comes again; ſhe has been 
13 ng in ambuſcade, I bas e and has over heard 
uy. | = 

Tonk. What if the has 2 yau ; are e leer d againſt! 
for ever. 2 3 
Gx. No -the's not coming—alhe' 5 going 8 an F 

Lai. 
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fairs; - and now, dear Torrington, you muſt be 
s filent as a ſentinel on an out-poſt about this 
affair. If that virago was to hear a lyllable of it, 
he might perhaps attack Miſs Walſingham in her 


very camp, and defeat my whole plan of operations, 


To. I thought you were determin'd to drum her 
out immediately. 5 [ Exeunt. 


The SCENE changes 70 BELVILLE' 1 
Euter Miſs WALSINGHAM, fol lowed by BELVILLE, 
Mi Wa. I beg, Sir, that you will infulumens lon« 


ger with ſolicitations of this nature Give me proofs 
of your ſincerity indeed ! What proofs of ſincerity can 
our ſituation admit of, if I could be even weak 


enough to think of you with partiality at all ? 


Bel. If our affections, Madam, were under the 
government of our reaſon, circumitanced as I am, 
this unhappy boſom wouldn' t be torn by paſſion for 


Miſs Walſingham.— Had I been bleſs'd with your 


acquaintance, before I ſaw Mrs. Belville, my hand 
as well as my heart, wou'd have been humbly of- 
fer'd to your acceptance fate, however, has or- 
dered it otherwiſe, and it is cruel to reproach me 
with that ſituation as a crime, which . to be 


pitied as my greateſt misfortune. 


Miſs War, He's actually forcing tears into his 


eyes. —However, I'll mortify him ſeverely. (aſide.) 
Ber. But ſuch proofs of ſincerity as my ſituation 


can admit of, you ſhall yourſelf command, as _” 


only buſineſs ; in exiſtence is to adore you. 


. War. His only bulinels 1 in exiſtence to adore 


me, e (afigde.) 


But, Proftrata at your feet, my deareſt Miſs Wal- 
ſingham (Eneeling) behold a heart eternally devoted 
to your ſervice.— Lou have too much good ſenſe, 
Madam, to be the ſlave of cuſtora, and too much 
humanity not to py the wretchedneſs you have 


cauſed. 
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cauſed. —Only, therefore, ſay that you commiſerate 
my ſufferings—I'Il aſk no more—and ſurely thut 
may be ſaid, without any injury to your purity, 
to ſnatch even an enemy from diſtraction—herès 
my handkerchief? F 
M War. Now to anſwer in his own way, and 
to make him ridiculous to himſelf—(a/de.) If 
thought, if I could think (Helling to weep) that 
theſe proteftations were real. 
BEI. How can you, Madam, be fo unjuſt to 
your own merit? how can you be ſo eruelly doubt. 
ful of my ſolemn aſſeverations — Here! 1 kneel, 
and {wear eternal love! A 
_ Miſs War. I don't know what. to o fay—bur there I 
is one proot—( affecting to <weep.) 
BEI. Name it, my angel, this moment, and make 
me the happieſt of mankind! Ks 
- Miſs WAI. Swear to be mine for ever. 
BL. I have ſworn it a thouſand times, my 
: chimes ; and I will ſwear it to the laſt moment of 
my . 
Mh War. Why ae e . t wok” at me 1 
|  beſeech you—l Fi t know how to ſpeak it--- 
BxT. The delicious emotion—do not check the 
generous tide of tenderneſs that fills me with ſuck 
extaſy. 
_ Miſs Was You'll deſpiſe me for whis hs 
BEL. This weakneſs—this 8 which will 
demand my everlaſting gratitude, 
Mijs War. I am a tool—bur there is a kind of 
fatality in this affair—and I do conſent to 89 off 
with you. 
Bet. Eternal bleffings on your condeſcenſion. 
Miſs WAL. You are irreſiſtible, and I am ready 
ro fly with you to any part of the world. 
Bx. Fly to any part of the world indeed—you 
mall fly by yourſelt then; (4/ide.) You are the 


molt 
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that I don't wonder at your circumſpection. But do 


"The SCHOOL for WIVES. 23 


moſt lovely, the moſt tender creature in the world, 
and thus again let me thank you: O, Miſs Wal- 
fingham, I cannot expreſs how happy you've made 
me!—But where' s the neceſſity of our RIDE Eag⸗ 
land ?- 
Mis Wis. 1 chought he wouldr't. to to g0 
abroad ( ade.) That I may poſſeſs the pleaſure of : 
your company unrivaPFd. 
Ber. I malt cure her of this. taſte for travelling— | 
adde.) 
. 10 War. You don? t yer ER Mr. Belville? 
BEL. Why I was turning the conſequence of your 
propoſal ; in my thoughts, as going elf going off— 
you know.- 
Miſs Wal. Why going off, you know, is going off — 
And what objections can you have to going of? 
Bei. Why going off, will ſubject you at a cer- 


tainty, to the ſlander of che world; whereas by ſtaying 
at home, we may not only have numberleſs oppor- 
tunities of meeting, but at the ſame time prevent ſuſpi- 
cion it ſelf, from ever breathing on your reputation. 


© 


Miſs War. didn't dream of your ſtarting any 


' Fr! 14 Sir, —Juſt now I was dearer to you than 
all the world. 


Ber. And fo you are, _ heawn !. 8 5 
U War. Why won't you ſacrifice the world then 


at once to obtain me? 


Ber. Surely, my deareſt life, you mak know the 
neceſſity, which every man of honour is under of 
keeping up his character? 


Miſs WAI. So, here's this fellow 8 to ten 


thouſand lies, and yet talking very gravely about his 


honour and his character. (de.) Why, to be ſure 
in theſe days, Mr. Belville, the inſtances of conjugal 
infidelity are ſo very ſcarce, and men of faſhion are 

lo remarkable for a tender attachment to their wives, 


you | 
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you think T can ſtoop to accept you by halves, or 


admit of any partnerſhip in your heart? 
Ber. O you muſt do more than that, if you have 
any thing to ſay to me. (afide.) Surely, Madam, 


when you know my whole foul unalterably your own, 


you will permit me to preſerve thoſe appearances ch 


the world, which are indiſpenſibly requiſite— Mrs. Bel. 
ville is a moſt excellent woman, however it may be 


my fortune to be devoted to another---Her happineſs, 


beſides, conſtitutes a 2 part of my felicity, ; and 
if I was publicly to 


a 2 monſter from ſociety. 


rſake her, 1 ſhould be hunted a8 


Miſs War. Then, I ſippoſk; it 1s by Way of 1 pro- 


moting Mrs. Belville's repoſe, Sir, that you make 
love to other women; and by way of fhewing the 
nicety of your honour, that you attempt the pu- 
rity of ſuch as your own roof, peculiarly, intitles to 
protection. For the honour intended to me thus 
low to the ground, I thank you, Mr. Belville. 


Ber. Laugh'd at, by all the ſtings of mortification! I 
Miſs War. Good bye. — Don't let this accident 


mortify your vanity too much but take care, the 


next time you vow everlaſting love, that the Object 


is neither tender enough to 10b—ſob-—at your di-— 
treſs; nor provoking enough to make a propoſal of 


leaving England. How greatly a little common ſenſe 


can lower theſe fellous of extraordinary Impudence ! 


e, 
5 Wow: ( alone. ) So then, I am fairly taken in, and ſhe 


| has been only diverting herſelf with me all this time :— : 
however, lady fair, I may chance to have the laugh 


in a little time on my ſide; for if you can ſport in 


this manner about the flame, T think it mult in the 


run lay hold of your wings: what ſhall J do in this 


affair? —ſhe ſees the matter in its true light, and 


there's no good to be expected from thumping of 


boſoms, or ſqueezing white handkerchiefs ;—no theſe 
Lg. Won S . 
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won't do with women of ſenſe, arid in a mort time, 


they'll be ridiculous to the very babies of a board- 
ing-lchool. 


Enter Captain r. 


Cart. W 1. Belville, what news ? You haye had 


a freſh opportunity with Miſs Walſingham. 


Bl. Why, faith, Savage, I've had a moſt extra- 
ordinary ſcene with her, and yet have but little rea- 
ſon to brag of my good fortune, thy? the offer d in 


expreſs t terms to run away with me. 


Capr. Prith'ee explain yourſelf, man ; ; ſhe, cou dt £ 3 


ſurely be ſo ſhamelets ! 


BEL. O, her offering to run away with me, was 


by no means the worſt part of che affair. 


Carr. No, then it muſt be damn'd bad indeed 15 


but prith'ee, hurry to an explanation. 


Ber, Why then, the worſt part of the affair IS, 


that ſhe was laughing at me the whole time; and 
made this propoſal of an elopement, with no other 
view, than to ſhew me in ſtrong colours to myliclt, 
as a very dirty fellow to the beſt wife | in England. 
Corr. Tam caſy. 3 8 (ald. 9105 


Enter Sr pve "MI 


| Segve. Sir, there is an Iriſh ge entleman beloß 
vith a letter for you, WhO Will deliver it to nobody 


but yourſelf. 
BEL. Shew him up then, 
SPRUCE. Yes, Sir. . [Exit. 


Capr. It may be on buſineſs Pelville, Pll take 


my leave of you. 

Bel. O, by no means; 1 can have no | buſinef wh'ch 
| defire to keep from you, tho you are the arrant'ſt 
miſer of your confidence upon earth, and wou'd ra- 
ther truſt your life in any body's hands, than even 
paltry amour wich the apprentice of. a millener. 
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Enter ConnorLy. 


"Cour: Gintleminy your moſt obedient ; pray which 
of you is Mr. Belville ? 
Kit My name is Belville, at your ſervice, Sir. 
Cox. I have a little bir of Aa letter for * Sir. 
BEL. (Reads) 


R. 


The people where Mis Labin lately 2 d, offrting 
Poſitively that you have taken her away in a fie. 
_ tatious character, the brother of that unhappy girl, 
thinks bimſelf oblig d to demand Lali lation, fer 
the injury which you have done his family; tho a 
ſtrang er to your perſon, be is ſufficiently acquainted 
 wwith your reputation for ſpirit, and ſhall, there- 
fore, make no doubt of ſeeing you with a caſe ef 
piſtols, near the Ring in Hyde Pork, ati elght G cb | 
this evening, to anſwer 10 th e claims of | 


To Craggs Belville, Elq. George Leeſon, 


Carr. Eight 0 clock 1 in the evening! tis a ſtrange] 


Stk. Why * ſo, honey? A ge e even; ing is 28 cood | 
A tine for a bad ation as a fine morning; and | if al 
Wan Cf 1c TY can be ſuch a fool as to fight a duel, I 
lie hond never 1 ep upon the matter, for the more 
lic cl. ke of it, cle more he mutt feel himſelf aſhany di 
of js reſolution. 
Bt. & pr etty letter! 3 
Con. O yes, en invitation ta a brace of bullets 9 
a very pretty thing. 3 
BET. For a challenge, however, tis very civlly f 
written! 43 
Cox. Faith, if it was written to me, I ſhou'dn'r 
be very fond of ſuch civility ; I wonder he doesn'' 
n nter, your walt obedient ſervant. _ 
| apr. | 
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Carr. I told you Leeſon's character, and what 


wou'd become of this damn'd buſineſs; but your af- 


fairs are they ſettled, Belville? 


BrI. O they are always ſettled—for as this is a 


country where people occaſionally die, I take conſtan 
care to be preparetl for contingencies. 


Con. Occaſionally die !—T'II be very much oblig . 


to you; Sir, if you tell me the country where people 


do not die t for PH immediately go and end my days 
there. 


BEL. Ha! na! ha! 


Con, Faith, you may laugh gintlemin, but tho“ I. 
am a fooliſh Iriſhman, and come about a fooliſh piece 


of buſineſs, I'd prefer a ſnug birth in this vorld, bad : 


as it js, to the fineſt coffin in Fall Chriſtendom. 


Bri. I am ſurpris'd, Sir, that thinking in this man- | 


ter, you would be the bearer of a challenge. 


Con. And well you may, Sir. But we muſt often 
take a pleaſure in ſerving our friends, by doing things 


that are very diſagreeable to us. 


Capr. Then you think Mr. Leeſon much to blame, 


perhaps, for hazarding his life where he can by no 
means repair the honour of his ſiſter. 


Cox. Indeed and I do— But I ſhall think this. 
gintleman, begging his pardon, much more to blame 


for meeting him. 


Bri. And why fo, Sir—You woudn' t have me dif: 
appoint your friend > 


Con. Faith, and that 1 We poor lad, 1 


have ſome bn at preſent to be tir'd of the world, 


but you have a fine eſtate, a fine wife, a fine parcel of 
children.— In ſhort, honey, you have every thing to 


make you fond of living, end the devil burn me, 
vas I in your caſe, if I'd ſtake my own happineſs 
ge inſt the miſery of any man. 


Bel. I am very much oblig'd to your advice, Sir, 


tho" on the preſent occaſion I cannot adopt it; beſo 
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and tell him I ſhall certainly do mylelf the honour of of 


for i it. 


men of n to oppoſe an affair of honour. 


againſt any body but che enemies of their country. 


aopd as to preſent my comp liments. to your friend, 


attending his appointment. 
Cox. W by then — my foul I am very ſorr; 


Capr. Tis not very cuſtomary, Sir, with gentle 


Con. They are like the gintlemin of England, Sir. 
they are brave to a fault; yet I hope to lee the day 
that it will be infamous to draw the ſwords of either, 


| bu. 
Ber- F a arm quite Sha rmed with thi '$ honeſt Hiber. 


nian, and would almoſt fight a duel for the — 


: of 18 acquaintance. 


Carr. Come, ſtep with me a Mile and let us | 
conſider, whether there may not be ſome met thod of | 


accommodating this curſed buſineſs. 


BEI. Poh! don't be unealy upon my account; 
my character, with regard to affairs of this nature, is | 


unhappily too well eſtabl; ihed, and Jan may. be fur 2 
that I ſhan't light with Leeſen 


Capr. No---you have injured him areatly | ? | 
BEI. The very reaſon or a1 others why I ſhould | 


not cut his throat. on ; | Exent,. 


E. 24er 8 vox. 


Spkucx. Wie the devil, his t maſter f i mine has | 
got a a duel upon his hands Zounds ! 1 J am forrv I 
for that; he is a prince of a fellow! and a goOd > 
ject muſt abway $ love his prince, thaugh he may non 


ane They Be. a little out ot humour with his acbb. 


en General 8 AVAGE, 


Gr. Your hall. door ſtanding open, Spruce, 7 15 | 
none of your ſentincls being on guard, I have | 
priſed your cn mp thus far without reſiſtancc: Wbe 
b. * maſter? 


Sekver | 
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FEVER Juſt Gone out with Captain Savage, irs 
Gen. Is your lady at home ? 


SprUCE. No, Sir, but Miss Walſingham!i is at t home; he 


mall I inform her of your viſit? 


Gex. There is no occaſion to inform her of it, 


forh here Ms. IS, Spruce. N LExit a 
"Ent er Miſs WarsNonaM. 


ſervant. 


Gev. My dear Mifs Walſingham, is rather 
cruel that you ſhould be left at home by pont. and 
yet J am greatly 3 to find you at preſent with- 


GUT. Company. 


Miſs War. I can't Pa think myſelf in the beſt 


company, when I have the honour of your conver- 
lation, General. 


GN You flatter me too much, Made yet 1 | 


am come to talk to you on a ſerious affair, Mits Wal- 
fingham ; an affair of importance to me and to your- 
ek: Have you leiſure to favour r me with a ſhort au- 
dience, if I beat a parky? 


Mijs WAI. Any thing of importance to vou, Fir 


is always ſufficient to command my leifure,—*T1s 28 


the Captain ſuſpected. 85 {(afede. 


Gen, You tremble, my lovely girl. but don't be 
alarmed ; for though my bulinets is of an important 


nature, 1 hope it won't be of a Gil; agree able one. 


Wiſs Wal. And yet I am greatly agitated. (9/7 aſide. 


GEN. Soldiers, Miss Walſinoham, are ſaid to be 


denerally favour d by the kind partiality of the 
ladies. 


Miſs Wat. The ladies are not 6 without: gratitude, 


Sir, to thoſe who devote their lives peculiarly to the 


ſervice of their country. 


GEN. Generouſly ſaid, Madam: Then give ma 
leave, without any maſked battery, to aſk, if the heart 


11 iſs War. General Savage, your moſt edible 


— 
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of an honeſt ſoldier i is a prize at all worth your ic. 
ceptance. 


Miſs War, Upon my word; Sir, there s no maſk. 
ed battery in this queſtion. 

Gen. I am as fond of a coup de main, Madam, in 
love, as in war, and hate the tedious method of ſap- 
ping a town, when there is a e of — 

word in hand. 
Mi Wal. Why really, Sir, a woman may as well 
: know her own mind, when ſhe is firſt ſummoned by the 
TOs of a lover, as when ſhe undergoes all the tir-- 
lome formality of a ſiege. You ſee ! nave Caught 
your own mode of converſing, General. 
Exx. And a very great compliment I Water ir it, 
; Madam : : But now that you have candidly confeſs'd 
an acquaintance with your own mind, anſwer me 
with that frankneſs for which every body admires 
you ſo much. Have you any objection to change 
the name of Wallingham? _ 
Mg War. Why then frankly, General Savage, 
I fay, _ 
_ Gen. Ten thouſand thanks to. you for this kind 
5 declaration. 
M War. I hope you won't think it a md one. 

Gen. I'd ſooner ſee my ſon run away in the day of 
battle ;—T'd ſooner think Lord Ruſſell was bribed by 
Lewis the XIVth, and ſooner villity the memory of 
Algernoon Sidney, SR; 

Miſs War, How unjuſt i it was ever to ſuppoſe the 
General a tyrannical father! RESO, 8 
Gen, You have told me condeſcendinęly, Mis 

Walſingham, that you have no objection to change 
your name, I have but one queſtion more to aſk. 
Miß War. Pray propoſe it. 17 
Gen. Would the name of Savage be difugreetk 
to you ?—Speak frankly again, my 7 dear Sir!!! 
Mis War. Why then Win 1 Trankly lay, no. 


Gkx. 


4 
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Sex. You make me too happy and though I mall ; 
readily own, that a propoſal of this nature would = 
come with more propriety from my ſon--- 

Miſs Wal. I am much better pleas'd that vou 
make the propoſal yourſelf, Sir. 

GEN. You are too good to me. —Torringron thought 
that [ ſhould meet with a repulſe. 15 4 afide. 

Miß, War. Have you communicated this buſineſs 
w the Captain, Sir? 08 

Gx. No, my dear Madam, I did not think that 


at all neceſſary. I have always been attentive to the 


Captain's happineſs, and I propoſe that he ſhall be 


married in a few days. 
M iſs WAL. What, whether I will or no? 
GEN. O you can have no objection. 
_ Miſs War. I muſt be conſulted, however, Thou: 


the day, General : but oP) in my power ſhall be 
wanting to make him happy. 


Gex. Obliging lovelineſs ! 


Miſs WAL. You may imagine, that if I was not 
previouſly impreſt in favour of your propoſal, 
wou'd not have met my concurrence ſo readily. 

Gen. Then you own that I had a previous friend 
in the garriſon. 

Miſs War. I don't bluſh to acknowledge it, when 
I conſider the accompliſhments of the object, _ 

GEN. O this is too much, Madam; the principle 
_ of the object is his paſſion tor Mits Walling- 

=_ 

Miſs War. Don't ay that, General: 1 beg of you, 
tor I don't think there are many women in the king- 
dom, who could behold him with indifference, = 

Gen, Ah, you flattering, flattering angel 1—and 
yet, by the memory of Marlborough, my lovely 
girl, it was the idea of a prepoſſeſſion on your part, 


which encouraged me to hope tor a favourable re- 
ception. 
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Miſs War. Then I muſt have been very indiſcreer 
for I labour'd to conceal that N as much 
as poſſible. 

' Gen, You cou'dn't Sat it from Met you 
cou'dn't conceal it from me !—The female heart is , 
Held which I am thoroughly acquainted with, and 
which has more than once been a witneſs to my vic- 
tories, Madam. 
=_— Miſe War. I don't at all doubt your ſucceſs wi 
. the ladies, General; but as we now underſtand one 
14 another ſo perfectly, you will give me leave to retire, 
Exx. One word, my dear creature, and no more; 
I ſhall wait upon you ſometime to day, with Mr. 
Torrington, about the neceſſary ſettlements, 

Miſs Wat. Lou muſt do as you Pleaſc, Genet al, 
you are invincible in every thing. 

Gen. And if you pleaſe, well keep every thing 

a profound fecret, till the articles are all ſettleq, 

2 the definitive treaty ready for execution. 4 
Miß Wal You may be ſure, that delicacy will 
not ſuffer me to be communicate on the ſubject, Sur. 
' Gex. Then you leave 9 thing to my man. . 
ment. 
. fs War. I can't traſt a more noble negociator, 
[Exit Þ 
Ger, The day's my own. (fings.) Britons, ſtrike | 
home! ftrike } home | Revenge, &, [Exit ſinging, 


END of the SEconD ACT. 
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* 


Enter Lagykaen⁰,i r pr, Mrs. BrIvILEr, + 


_ and . Linsen. 


— 


WE Pk W Eri Mrs. Belville, 1 am ex- 


tremely glad you agree with me, in opinion of this 


young lady's qualifications for the ſtage: Don't you : 


think ſhe'd play Mus THRONE admirably i in my 
comedy? 
Mrs. Bxt. Yes, indeed; 1 thick. ſhe poſſeſſes a 


natural fund of ſpirit, very much adapted to the 
character. —*T'1s. impoſſible, ſurely, that this hoy- 


(en can have a 1 8 attraction for Mr. Belville ? 


(aſide. 


Mis Lets: You are very obliging, ladies; but 
[haye no turn for comedy; my fort 18 rragedy en- 
trely. 


Ap bonſo O, Alphonſo ! to thee 7 call. &c. 


Lach Rach. But, my dear, is chere none of he 


tomedies to your talte ? 


Miſs Lees: O, yes; ſome of the ſentimental ones 
we very pretty, there's ſuch little difterence between 


them and tragedies, 


Lady Racn. And pray, my Jearz how long have | 


jou been engaged to Mr. Frankly ? 

Miſs LREES. I only came away laſt night, and 
lay'n't ſeen Mr. Frankly Ee tho! 1 expect him 
ery moment. 
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Mrs. Br. Laſt n ht! q juſt as Mrs. Tempeſt men. 
tioned. = (de. 


Lady Rach. You had the concurrence of 
friends? 
_ Mis Les. Not I, Madam. Mr. Frankly bd. 
I had too much genius to mind my triends, ant} 23 
| ſhould want nothing from them, there was no OCCa- 
ſion to conſult them in the affair, 
Lach Rach. Then Oſbaldiſton is not n ren. 
name; perhaps ? 1 
_ Miſs LkES. O no, nor do I tell my real name: 
1 choſe Oſbaldiſton, becauſe it was a long one, aud 
wou'd make a ſtriking appearance in the bills. 
Mrs. Bei. 1 with we cou'd ſee Mr. Frankly, 
s LES. Perhaps you may, Madam, for be! 
defini to give me a leſſon Oy day, il WE are 
; ready to ſer off for Ireland. . 
Lady Rach. Suppoſe then, my dear, you wor! ud 
oblige us with a ſcene in Juker, by Way of ſhowing f 
your r proficicncy to Mrs. Belville. 
Miſs Luxs. Will you ſtand up for Romeo? * | 
Lady Raxcn. With all my heart, and PA give you 
ſme inſtructions. * 1 
Miss Lets I beg . Ma'am; Th lain to act 
under nobody but Mr. Fran Kly. T his room is with-| 
out a carpet; if yeu will ſtep into the next, ladies, 
yn endeavour to oblige you. 1 


Shall I not be We diprogls— 


ho | 


This way, Ladies. 
Lach Rack. Pray, Madam, ſnew us the way.” | 
| Exennt Miſs en Lady Rac. 
Mrs. * Pl prolong this mummery kus much as! 
poflible, in hopes the manager may come. Lye itil, 
poor uttering heart! it cannot be the lord of alba 
your wiſhes! it cannot ſurety be your ador'd et I 
Ville! 3 Ex 
Re py 
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Re-enter Miſs Leeſon. 


17 iſs "MM Hav'n't I left my Romeo and Juliet 
here ! O yet, there it is. 


Enter Be lille. 5 


0, were thoſe eyes in heav'n, 
They'd thro” the Larry regions fireem jo bright, 
7 bat birds wou'd ſing, and think it Was 5 morn | 


Miſs Lees. Ah, my dear Mr, Frankly! I am | ſo : 


glad you are come! I was dying to ſce you. 


Ber. Kifs me, my dear ;—why didn't you end me 


word of your intention to come away laſt night? 
Miſs LxEkSs. I hadn't time: but as 1 knew where 


the lodgings were, I thought I ſhou'd be able to find. 


u by : a note to the coffee- houſe I always directed to. 
' Bxr,. Kits me again, my litt]= ip arkler! 


31 Lees. Nay, I won't be kils'd in this manner; 
for tho? I am going on the ſtage, I intend to have 
ſome regard for my character. But, ha, ha, ha, I am 
glad you are come now: I hive company above airs. 


+ + 


Bur,, Company! that's unlucky at the time, tor 1 
wanted to make you intirely caſy about your charac- 


ter. (afide. ) And pray, my dear, who is your com- 


pany? You know we mult be very cautious for fear 


ot your relations, 


Miſs Lees. O, they are only ladies. -—But one of 
them is the moſt beautiful Creature in the world 
Bel. The devil ſhe is! 


Miſs Lees, An earth- Hreacing far, that makes amn 


beay? ns light. 


Ber. Zounds ! Tl take a peep at he ow who. 


knows . but I may have an opportunity of making 


another actreſs. . (af 4s, 


Miſs LEES. Come, charmer! charmer | 
Ber. — WWer't thou as far 


As that vaſt 2 e, waſh'd by the fartheſt (ea, 
t wor” 0 adventure for ſuch merchandige. 


"i Now 
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Now let's ſos what fortune has ſent us above Nairs I 
[ Exeuntl 


8 C E N E changes fo a Dining-roo at Mi 


LEESON' 8. 


„ BxkvlkE and Lach Rientl diſcover 


EF 1 BEI. This is a moſt ignorant young creature, 

Lady S | 
Lady Rach. Why I think ſhe is—did you obſerve 
how ſhe Aicher my offer of Ong her ? 


Enter ME ſs L508. 


Miſs 1 Ladies ladies here bs is! here ls 


Mr. Frankly! 


Enter Belvine, Wa = very iow: 1 n0t feng the Laus. 


Br. Ladies, your moſt obedient. 
Mrs. BEL. Let me, if poſſible, recolle&: 0 


Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant. 


Ber. Zounds ! let me out of the houſe. 
Lady Rach. What do I ſee! 


N Lees. You ſcem, ladies, to know this gent 


5 man 5 


Mrs. BEL. ! taking bold of bim) You ſhan? t go rene. 


| gade—You laugh'd at my credulity this morning, 
: and I muſt now laugh at your embaraſſment. 


Ber. What a kind thing it would be in any body 


to blow out my ſtupid brains ? 


Lady Rach. "Pu mark this down for an incident 


5 in my comedy. 


Aſs Lees. What Jo you i your head for Mr, 
Franke! 1 


Þ:L 


Bin. Be ſo good as to aſk that lad , my dear. 


pays me home with a witneſs. 
Mrs. Ber. What a cruel thing it is to let Mrs. 


G2 


ot her! 


madam En. 
Mrs. . Ves, my dear; 
acquainted with this gentleman, 
Miſs L888. What isn't this gentleman the manager 
of a play-houſe in Ireland? 


with the cataſtrophe. 
= : Enter Mes. T empeſt, 


Mrs. Tru, Yes, Fd of the curtain is almoſt dropt: 5 
, | have had ſpies to watch your haunts, and the cata- 
Come, you aban- 


ſtrophe ends in your detection. 
don'd flut,- 


Less, And have I elop d after dl, without © 


being brought upon the ſtage? 


Mrs. TNP. 1 don't know that you woult be 
brought upon the ſtage; but I am ſure you were 
near being brought upon the town. I hope, madam, 


for che future, you'll jet me down a mad-woman. 


00\o fetly in her ſenſes. 
BRL. I wiſh that I had intirely loſt mine. 


1 {et mine. A very natural wiſh, in ſuch a ſituation. 
Wm Ms. Tru. Come, you audacious minx, come away. 


Bel. You ſhall be ſent into Yorkſhirethis very evening; and 


{ke what your poor mother will fay to you, huſſey. 
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Te Devil has been long in my debt, and now he | 


Tempeſt out, my love, WIR ſomebody to take care 
Miſs Lees. What, do Fon know Mrs. Tem | eſt; 


and I am prett well | 


Bx. The curtain is almoſt dropt my dear; the 
farce is nearly over, ànd you'll be 1 acquainted 


.o Mrs. Belville. 
Mrs. Bur. Mr. Belvill, you'll make my apologies 
do this lady, and acknowledge that ; think her * : 


Lady Rach. (Writing) I wiſh that I had een 


Miſs 
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Miſs Leks. I will g0 on the ſtage, if I die for tz 
and tis ſome comfort there's a play-houſe at York, 
[ Exit Mrs. Tempeſt and Miſs Leein 

Br. Nancy, 1 am fo aſham'd, fo humbled, and 

ſo penitent, that if you knew what 2 here, 1 am 
| ſure you wou'd forgive me. 
Mrs. BEL. My love, tho? I cannot ſay I rejoice in 
your infidelity, yet, believe me, I pity your diftreſs : 
let us therefore think no more of this. 
Lac Rack. (Mrilting.) And think no more of this, 
——T This conduct is new 1n a wife, and wry. dra- 
mnatic. 


Bel. Where, my FRO have you acquired 0 many 

requiſites to charm with? 

| Mrs. BEI. In your ſociety, my dear; and believe me 
that a w.fe may be as true a triend as any bottle 

; companion upon earth, tho' ſhe can neither get merry 


Vith you over night, nor blow out your brains about 
; tome fooliſh quar: rel 1 in the morning, 


BEI. If wives knew the omnipotence of virtue, 
Where ſhe wears a ſmile upon her face, they'd all 
follow your bewitching example, and make a faith- 
: leſs hutband quite an incredible character. 

Lady Rach, Quite an incredible charatter '\— — et 
me let down that. ; (writing. * . LE: ee. 


8 CL E N E changes 70 General SAVAGE 5. 


Enter General and Cuptain, 
. Yes, Horace, 6 Þ have been juſt viſiting at 
Belvill's. 


Cape. You found nobody at home, but Mis 
Walſingham! ? 


N. No, but I'd a long converſation Sick ber, 
, and upon a very intereſting ſubject. 
Carr Sv 25 1 n, 1 08 leide. 


OY 


al 


lils 


er, 


Uwe: She is a moſt amiable crea ture, Horace. 


CaPT. So ſhe is, Sir, z and will mae any man happy 


that marries her. 
Gen. I am glad you think ſo. 
Carr. He's glad [-think ſol- 


paſſive in the affair. i: [afide. 


Gen. A married life after all, Horace, I am now 
convinced Is the molt 2 © as "ER. as the moſt re- 


putable. 

Capr, It is indeed, Sir. 

GEN. Then perhaps you wou'd have no objcction 
to be married, if I offered you as agtecable a young 
woman as Miſs Walſingham. | 

Car. Twou'd be my firſt pride on every occa- 


fion, Sir, to pay an UPROAR obedience to Fob com- 
mands. 


Gkn. That's ſenſibly faid, Horace, and obligingly 


fad prepare yourlelt therefore for an introduction 
to the lady in the morning. 


Capt. Is the Oy prepar'd to receive me, Sir i ? 


GEN. O yes; and you can't think how kihly e de- 
lighted Mis We Ilingham appeared, when Lacq UAINL- | 


ed her with my reſolution on the ſub;cct. 
Capr. She's all goodnets ! 


he more I Eno; her, the more I am 1 charmed 
with her; I muſt not be explicit with him yet, for 
fear my ſecret ſhould get wind, and reach the ears of 


the enemy. i | |” 
GEN. I propoſe, Horace, that you mould be mar- 


fied immediately. | 
CaPrT. The looncr the better, Sir, 4 have no wilt 


but your's. 


GEK. (Shaking hands with him,) By the memory of ; 


But whar 
| do you think? Miſs Wallingham inſiſts upon nam- 


Malbro', you are a molt excellent boy 


ing the day. 
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is plain, but 7 
muft leave every thing to kim, 90 ſeem wholly 
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wounded by his irregularities. 
is unhappily a rover, I wou'd much rather that he 
ſhould have twenty miſtreſſes than one. 
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Carr. And welcome, Sir; 1 am ſure ſhe won't 
make it a diſtant one. 
Gx. O ſhe laid, that nothing! in her power ud 


be wanting to make you happy. 


 Cayr. I am ſure of that, Sir. 


Gx. [A loud knocking] Zounds, Horace | l here 5 
* diſgrace and puniſhment of my liſe: Let's avoid 
her as we would a fever in the camp, 


Capr. Come to the library, and I'll tell you how 


7 whimſically ſhe was treated this morning at Belville's. 


GEN. Death and the devil! make haſte. O I 


muſt laugh at marriage, and be curſt to me! But! 
am providing, Horace, agunlt your falling! into * 
error. ben 


Carr. I am eternally indebted to vou, Sir. 
| e 


8 Cc E N E, BervitLe's $ | Hoſe 
Enter Mrs. Belville and Lads: Rachel. 


Lach Rach. Nay, Mrs. . 1 have no 181 
| ence, you act quite unnaturally. 


Mrs. BRL. What! becauſe * am unwilling ta be 


5 miſerable ? 3 


Lady Rach. This new int of Mr. Belville's s in- 


h fidelity- This attempt to ſeduce Miſs Walfing- 
ham, which your woman overheard, is unpardon- 
b able! 


Mrs. Ber. I don't fy but that 4 am ſtrongly 
'Yer if Mr. Belville 


Lady Rach. You aſtoniſh me! 
Mrs. BEL. Why, don't you know, my dear ma- 


3 that while he is divided amidſt a variety of ob- 
jects, tis impoſſible for him to have a Erious attach- 


ment! 4 
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Lach Rae. Lord, Mrs. Belville! how can you 


peak with ſo much compoſure! a virtuous woman 
ſhould be always * upon ſucn an 1 occaſion 


W 1s this. 


Mrs. Bzt.. What, and weary the innocent ſun and 
moon from the Grmaitient, like a deſpairing p princeſs 
in a tragedy—No—no-—Lady Rachel, *cis bad 
enough to be indifferent to the man E love, without 
ſtudying to excite his averſion. 8 

Lady Rack. How glad I am thas Mit Walling- 
ham Ne him ſo heartily aſham'd of himielf: Lord, 
theſe young men are ſo full of levity : Give me o 
huſband of Mr. Torrington's age, fay I. 

Mrs. BEL. And give me a huſband of Mr. Bel- 


ville's, ſay I, with all his follizs: However, Lady 


Rachel, I am pretty well ſarisficd har my conduct at 
Miſs Leeſon” s will have a proper effect upon Mr. Bel- 


ville's generoſity, and put an entire end to his S0. 


lantries for the future. 

Lady Rach. Don't deceive Je my dear. 
The ds in the ſhilling gallery would ſooner give 
up Roaſt Beef, or go without an ep logue on the firſt 
night of a new piece. 

Mrs. Bet. Why ſhould you think 0 of fuch a 
man as Mr. Belville ? | 

| Lady Rach. Becauſe Mr. Belville i is a man: How- 
ever, if you dare run the riſque---we will try the lin- 
cerity of his reformation. 

Mrs. BET. If I dare run the riſque! I would ſake 
my foul upon his honour. : 

Lady Rach. Then your nag? foul would be | in a 
very efrible ſituation, 

Mrs. Bet. By what teſt can we prove his fi incerity 3 ? 

Lady Rach. By a very ſimple one. You know I 


write 7, like Miſs Walſingham, that our hands are 
karcely known aſunder. 
Mrs. Brr. Well — RE 2 


3 b 


D 


. —— 
= 
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58 Rf aca Why den let me write to him as 
po her— _ 
- Mrs. BEL. If I did n not think | it would look like 2 
doubt of his honour— 0 
5 Lady Rach. Poh! dare you proceed. apon my 
lan ?— 
* Ari. Biz, Moſt confidently : Come to my dreſſing: 


8 "I" 
— ant OE IS 
Ge tn tne ang = Sy 


We,” we ak. ” 2 . op. wi —— 
RE EE er ea En 


1 room, where you'll find every thing ready for writ- de 
ning, and then you may explain your icheme mox: WI + 
Þ particularly. A 38 thin 
Lady Rach. I'll attend you, but Iam really forry, ¶ que 

my dear, for the love of propriety, to fee you {o ud 

calm under the perfidy of your huſband; you cow 

Hou! be + ys WOT IDEN you ſhould. Ex. * 

| ort. 

5 8 c 1 N E, the Temple, | oh 

wall? Bath, 04-4 Enter Leeſon. 1. 

pruc 


Lass. The hell- hounds are after me. A | unne 


: 28 Enter Connolly, at the oppo te / de. Wo x) 


Fly, open the chambers this moment, the bailifi zard 
z are in fight 

Con. Faith a and that I 3 "hag it ill be of no ears 
uſe to fly a ſtep, if I hav'n't the Fer lon t 


LIS. Zounds! did not you lock the door | > of th 
Cox. Yes; but I believe, J left the key on the iich 
inſide: However, I ſce no- more than three people, Cc 


' and think we could beat them to their hearts con- 
8 ak: in three minutes. 

Leks. What! and fly in ** face of the TY 
ox. To be ſure. you have a great regard for the 
i when you are going to fight aeuelt-.:- Pace 
.. Lxxs. S'death! is this a time to talk? Stay here, 
and throw every poſſible impediment in the way of 
thele execrable Ro : ĩͤ EEC (0 going.) 
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crable raſcals are very worthy people, I fancy, for 
they are quietly turning down the next court. 


the appearance of an honeſt man 
LES. Circumſtanced as I am at present, 


fortune, 


be apt to judge by appearances. 


7; ard of inſults, which he never can reſent, and of 
lilgraces which are ſeldom to be mitigated ! He in- 
no ears the danger of being dragg'd, like the yileſt fe- 
lon to the felon” s priſon! and, ſuch is the depravity 
of the world, that guilt is even more likely to meet 
he With advocates.” than misfortune! [Exit Leeſon. 
le, Cov.” Muſha, long life to you, ould Shillala !---I 
\n- Wi 1 had any thing beſides my carcaſe to venture for 
| jou, for that's nothing; yet you are as welcome to it as 
he flowersin May. Poor lad! I don't wonder that he is 
he nuch afraid of a priſon, for to be ſure it is a bleſſed 


oops a man up from every chance of getting money, 
way of making him pay his debts---But now let 
thick ſkull conſider, if there is any method ot 
venting this infernal duel. Suppoſe I have him 


1 — bound 


Th SCHOOL fo WIVES. 43 
8 Holloa emen; come bark: Theſe exe- 
Lees. Theirappearance alarm'd me beyond ent e 


Con. O you ſhou'dn't judge by outſide ſhew, my 
dear; for there is no being a complete: rogue, eee 


thing terrifies me; for ſhould I be arreſted, the $a . 
quence would poſſibly be tatal, both to my honoyr 

ind my love.---Belville would proclaim me publicly a 
\ Wcovard; and Emily ſet me down as a baſe, a mer- 
_ Wceaary adventurer, Who was bolely attracted by her ä 


Cox. Why faith, bobby; like yourſelf, rhey might 


Lets. O. Connolly, a man of ſpirit ſhould learn 
prudence from his very pride, and conſider every 
W unncceffary debt he contracts as a wanton diminution 
of his character! the moment he makes another his 
ceditor---he makes himſelf a ſlave! He runs the ha- 


Jace to hve in; and a bleſſed law it muſt be, which 


ä N ; $ 4 2 ” 
8 — — 4 — — ——— — — - 
EX=EIDSE A. = — DD PE — — — 
* - Ins r. 3 N . 
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the pace! Beſides, I muſt; appear in the buſineſs, and 


people may think, from my connexion with kim, 
that he has not honour enough to throw away his 


into my head---I'll about it this minute; and if there's 
only one of them kept from the field, I don't think 
that the other can be much hurt, when there will be g 
no body t to boht with him. LExit = 


4 fo fo Pad on "after all the pretended ſanctity of tle 
_ ating ſituation... ici ws 


1 had my wife rav'd at my falſchood, in the cuſtomary 


— 


whuld bee: a ſhameful ching "ag Fl * to 1 


life: Suppoſe I go another way to work, and ſend an 

anonymous letter about the affair to Mrs. Belville: 

* hey ſay; though ſhe is a woman of faſhion, that no | 

creter upon earth can be fonder of her huſband, 
Surely the good genius of Ireland put this ſcheme 


SCEN E, changes to Cor. Savace” J Tei . 


Enter Captain Savacs and BeuviiLe. , 


Cam: Why, faith, Belville, your detection, 10 Y 
morning, muſt have thrown you. into 4 malt humil: 


BEL. Into the moſt qiſtreſſing you can imagine 


manner, I cou'd have brazen'd it out pretty toller: f 
bly; but the angel:like ſweetneſs, with which ſte fo 
bore the mortifying diſcoyery, plamed daggers in my 
boſom, and made me at that time wiſh her ie vericl 
vixen in the whole creation. . 
Carr. Vet, the ſuffering forbearance at. a wife th 
is a quality for which ſhe lis ſeldom allow'd her we 
rit; we think it her duty to put up with our falt cet 
hood, and imagine ourſelves . exceedingly generoullll 
in the main, if we practiſe no other method o all 


breaking her heart. 


EIL. Menftrous! monſtrous from, th's wr 
Fs LO ] bid 


; 848 & 4 i Ta 
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[bid an everlaſting Alien to my vices : the gener fry iT 
of my dear girl I 


Enter a Servant to BeryiLLe. 


LILY Here” S 4 letter, Sir, which Mr. Spruce has 
brought A 

BEL. Give me leave, Sava e. Zounds!. what an 
induſtrious devil the father of darkneſs is, when the 
moment a man determines upon a good action, he 
{ends ſuch a thing as this, to ſtagger ** reſolution. | 

Carr. What have you got there? 

Brl. You mall know Pele Win vou let 8 
Spruce come in. 
Carr. W here have you acquir'd all this ceremony? 
BEI. Bid Spruce come in. 5 
. a nn  [Exir. 

r. that another challenge! * | 
Bel. *Tis upon my ſoul, but it came from abeav- : 
tiful enemy, and dares 1 me to ) gives a Fong ro Miſs 

Walfingham. * TOR - 

ae How ! ! 


Enter Serves. 


Ber. Pray, Spruce, who gave you this letter . 
Spkuck. Miſs Walſingham's woman, Sir: ſhe 
all it was about very particular buſineſs, and there- 
tore I wou'dn't truſt it by any of the footmen. „ 
Capr. O, damn your diligence. (aldi. 
Bel. You may go home, Spruce. _ ö 
' SPRUCE. (Looking ſegnificantly at his Maſter ) Is : 
1 no anſwer neceſſary, Sir. 

Bl. I ſhall call at home my, and ge the ne- 

ceſſary Warn 
SPRUCE, | Aſide.) What can be the matter with kim 
all of a Tagen, that he is ſo cold upon the ſcent of 
wickedneſs? © Exit. 
' Capr. And what anſwer do you propoſe mak ing to 
„ Belville 3 ? BEL, 
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„ Read the letter, and then tell me what I 
ſhou'd do.---You know Miſs Walſingham's hand. 


Capr. O, perfectly !---This is not---yes, it is her 
hand PL have 1 too many curſt occaſions to know it. 1. 
"Bu, What are you a muttering about Read 
the letter. 0 
Carr. If you are not entirely diſcouraged, by our laj 4 
conver tion: from renewing the ſubject which then gave WM... 
ence- | 
Ber. Which ther gave offence.---You ſe, Savage, 15 
that i it is not offenſive any longer. 
Cape, Sdeath ! you put me out. --you moy at ibs WM 
My vert this evening— A : 


Bei. You remember how earncit ſhe was for the F 
maſquerade party, / 


. "CAPT, Te, yes; 4 remember it well cok Ire. 10 
member, alſo, how hurt ſhe was this morning, about | 
the affair ot Miſs Leeſon. (a/ide.)——have an oppor- WM 
tuntty of entertaining me——O ws trumpet! (aſide, _ 


Ber. But mind the cunning with which ſhe ſigns 
the note, for fear it ſhou'd LA any accident fall into 
improper hands. 

Capr. Ay, and you put it into very proper hands 


(af de.) J Hal. ve in the blue domino.--- The — "2 
I— \Yov KNOW WHO. M 
Bri, Yes, you 1 who.” {2695 oh 

_ Capt. May be, however, the has only v written this 
to try you, 8 
BL. To try me, for what purpoſe ? But if you c 
| read a certain poſtcript chere, 1 fancy Fw 'W be of : i. 
aifferent opinion. 5 
— 8 Tf Mr. Belville has any houſe of char aller '» 0 
retire to, it wou'd be moſt 487 eeable, as there cou'd be 10 8 


* of interruption. 
Bk. What do you ſay now * ?-——Can you recom: 
| men 
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10 0 me to any houſe of character, where we ſhall 
be free from! interruptien. 

Carr. O, curſe her houſe of character! (aſide) 
But ſurely, Bclville, after * late determin d reſo- 
lution to reform 

Brl. Zounds! I forgot that. 

Cap r. After the unexampled ſweetneſs of your 
wife's behaviour 

BBI. Don't go on, Savage: There is ſomething 
here (putting his hand upon his boſom) which feels al- i 
ready not a little aukwardly. 

Car. And can you ſtill perſiſt? 

BRL. I am afraid to anſwer your queſtion. 

Carr. Where the plague are you flying? 

Bri, From the juſtice of your cenſure, Horace ; 
my own is ſufficiently ſevere ; yet I ſee that 1 ſhall be 
z raſcal again, in ſpite of my teeth; and good advice 
F aal thrown. away upon o incorrigible a libertine. 


: [ Exit. 

: Car. (alone) So then this diamond of mine 

* Wyroves a counterfeit after all, and I am really the 

Ws verieit wretch exiſting at the moment in which I 

9 concety'd myſelf the peculiar favourite of fortune. 
Jo the curſed, curſed ſex ! P'll fee her once more to 

* Wipbraid her with her falſchood, then acquaint my fa- 

48 25 with her perfidy, to juſtity my breaking off the 
marriage, ang rear her from my thoughts me cxere 

US Enter 2 Servant, 

90 Strv.. Sir! Sir! Sir! 

1 Capr. Sir, Sir, Sir, What the devil's the matter | 

5 Mick the boobßx?ꝰ/ 

hag \ SERV. Mails Walſingham, Sir! 

1 Carr. Ah! what of her: 2 


Sekv. Was this moment overturn'd at Mr. Bel- 
Ile's door, and John tells me carried in a fit into the 


Caer. 


e amb ics Bk . r 
Se e eee ee Tie; 14 
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| Carr. Hal let me fly to her affiſtance. © [ Fir 
Serv. Ha let me fy to her leo, are you 
thereabouts. . Eu, 


1 8 c E N E changes to . BrivilI z * 


Enter Mrs. Belville, Miſs ee and Laa 
Rachel Mildew. 


Im 3 - hve: By V. But are you indeed recover'd my dear? 
1 __ Miſs War.. Perfectly my dear, — ] wasn't in the 
1 leaſt hurt, tho' greatly terrified, when the two fools of 
=__ coachmen contended for the honour of being firſt, 
| : and drove the Farne together Wet a violence in- 
wy credible. 
WW —__ Lady Racn.1I Aebeiy rejoice at t your eſcape; and 
nun Mrs. Belville, as you promiſed to chooſe a dreſs for 
W me if I went in your party to the maſquerade this 
evening, can you ſpare a — of an hour to Ta. | 
1 viſtock- Street ? 
© Mrs. Bet. I am loth to leave Miſs Walfinghan 
1 alone, Lady Rachel, ſo ſoon after her fright. 
Miſs War Nay, I inſiſt that you don't ſtay at P 
home upon my account z and Lady Rachel's com- 
pany to the maſquerade is a pleaſure I have ſuch an 
- intereſt in, that 1 beg you won T delay a moment to 
oblige ber. . 
Ws. Ber. Well, then 1 EPR your hi 
Lady Rack. You : are very good; and o is Miss 
1 1 Walüngham. Eu. 
Wil _ Miſs Wai. I wonder Captain Savage ſtays away 
_ | 1 long | where can he be all this time ?—T die with 
_ |" impatience to tell him of wy nappy 3 interview with] 
| the General. 


— 


. 


Enter a Servant. 
Sexy. Captain Savage, MAGA, 2 


3 — * 
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1 War. Shew him in. Eat Serv. ] How he 
muſt rejoice to find his conjectures lo fortunately re- 
aliz d. 255 | 


"iter: Captain Savage. | 
Carr. So, madam, you have juſt eſeap' a fadl a ac- 


4 cident 

Ms Wal. And by chat apreeable tone And coun- 
: tenance, one would amnolt imagine e were very | 
© Wl lorry for my eſcape. _ 1 
of Capr. People, madam, who lonke the kindneſs of 
b others, are generally conſcious of ſome defect in 5 
n- chemſel des. 
2 Miſs War. Don't wick me, with: this accent of 5 
ad indifference. What has put you out of humour? 1 
for WH Carr. Nothing. 
his WY Mi War. Are you indiſpos'd! Lind 
La. Capr. The Crocodile! the Crocodile! . ee 


Capr. No, but you 40. 


I'm not your wife yet. 
Carr. Nor ever will be, I promiſe you. 


whimſical behaviour? 


Car. The ſettled onpelaſe'& of per Wee is 
intolerable. (aſde.) Mackamn, Madam, how have I de- 


Mis ſery'd this uſage ? 
Exil Miſs WAI. Nay, Sir, Sir, how have 1 deſerved i it, 
away it you go to that?: 


Cap r. The letter, madam! 


the Jeter! | rh 
with Miſs Wat. What letter? 


Car. Your letter, inviting a gallant from the maſ⸗ 


Whar, 5 


querade to a houſe of character, madam! | 
you appear ſurpriz d? 


5 Miſs W au. Well I may, at ſo ſhameleſs an N 
My "GCAPT. Madam, madam, 1 have ſeen Jour letter! 


| H Your. 


Miſs WAL. Do you go to the malquerade t to Wight? 


Miſs War. Why not? come, dow t be ill- natur d, 


_ Miſs War. What 1s the meaning of this. very 
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_ Your new lover cou'dn't keep your ſecret a moment. 
But I have nothing to do with you, —and only come 
to declare my reaſons for renouncing g you everlattingly! 


6 

Eꝛuter Servant. at th 

8 General Savage, madam. _ my f 

. Miſs Wat. Shew him up. [ Exit Serv. } Lam glad t 
he is come, Sir; inform him of your reſolution to WM" 
break off the match, and let chere be an end of N .* 
ching men us. 1 
bp: Enter General Savage. be 
Er. The news of your accident reach'd me bur be 
this moment, 'madam,——or I ſhou'd have poſted C 
much ſooner to reconnoitre your ſituation. My aid de ſudn 
camp, however, has not been inattentive I ſee, and [ G 
dare ſay his diligence will not be the leaſt leflen'd, = 
when he knows his obligations to you. ber 
Carr. O, Sir, I am perfectly ſenſible of my obl. 4 
gations; and the conſciouſneſs of them, was one mo- 47 
tive of my coming here. G 
| Gen. Then you have made your acknouledge b Fc 


ments to miſs Wa ſingham J hope. =, 
Miſs Wai. He has indeed, General, faid a great 225 
1 more than was neceſſary. | 

_'Gzn. That opinion proceeds from the bey of i 


| your temper; for 'tis impoſſible he can ever tay t 8 
enough of your goodneſs. L | if p 
Car. So it is; if you knew but all, Sir. | 

_ C73 Why who can Know mare of the matter than 
myſelf ?- 70 20K 4 
Ni War. This 5 it ſeems, 12. . . 
5 ching, General ae very Aceſfary for your infor- ; A 
I 
mation. ( 


' Gen. How's this? 3 
Cayr. Nay, Sir, I only ſay, that for ſome particu- W 


lar reaſons, which I hall communicate to you at 2 
| "mare 


pi 


ie 


0 


wy 
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note proper time; I muſt beg leave to decline the 


Ldy whole hand you Sy intended tor me chis 
morning. 

Gen. O you muſt !-.. Why then I OP you Seele 
it the fame time, ail Pretenſions to every ſh! illing of 
ny fortune. It is not in my power to make you 
joht, you en but JI can na you for 
cowardice. 

Miſs War. Nay, but Generel, let me interpoſe 
here, If he can maintain any charge againſt the 
lady's repuation, twould be very hard that he hould 
he 'dſinherited, tor a neceſſary attention to his 
honour, =» 

Cabpr. And if 1 don't make the charge ad, 1 
ſubmit to be diſinherited without murmurring. 227 oy 

Gzx. Tis falſe as hell! the lady is infinitely too 


wod for you, in every reſpect; and I undervalued 


ker worth, when I thought of her for your wife, 


Miſs War. I am ſure the lady is much oblig d to 


your favourable opinion, Sir. 


Gen, Not in the leaſt, Madam, I only do ber 


common juſtice. 


Cap. I cannot bear chat you hou'd be Apples 9 


: moment, Sir; ſuffer me therefore to render the con- 


eration leſs equivocable, and a few words will ex- 
plain every thing. 


Gen, Sirrah, I'll hear no explanation; ar' n x my 
orders that you ſhou'd marry? 


Mis WAI. For my ſake hear him, Geneval 82 vage. 


Carr. Madam, I diſdain every favour that is to 


de procur'd by your interpoſition. n 
Miſs War. This matter muſt not be ſuffer'd to 
proceed farther tho', provoking]y, cruelly as the 
Captain has behav'd. (afide. 
Gin, What's that you ſav, my bewitching girl? 
Mis War. I fay that you muſt make it up with 
nc Captain, and the bet way will be to hear his 


lunge patient). Cay 
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him off from a poſſibility of ſucceeding; to a ſhilling 
of my fortune. He ſhall be as miſerable as——- * 


you a little more attentive to your Own intereſt, my 
lovely girl!! 


5 cherg may be a family of your own. - 


be a family of his too? 


promoting his happineſs, that he ſhould throw any 


Gin, J am ſhock'd at the brutality of the Fe 


he has no more principle than a futtler,, and no more 21 
ſteadineſs than a young recruit upon drill. But, you 4 
ſhall have ample ſatisfaction:—-this very day PN cut ol 


Miſs War. Dear General, do you think that this ſt 


ö wou'd give me any fatisfa&tion ? 


Erx. How he became acquainted with my deſgn ne 
A I know not, but I ſee plainly, that his mutiny pro- Ii 
i ceeds from his averſion to my marrying inn. q 


. Miſs Wat. To your marrying: again, Sir! why ſa 


cov d he object to that? 


rx. Why, for fear J ſhould have other children, = 


to be ſure. 


"Miſs War. Indeed, Se it was not Gott that mo- h 


tive; and, if I can overlook his folly, you may « 3 
| prevail'd upon to forgive it. | : 


EN. After what you have ſeen, *altice ſho 'd 1 


Miſs WAI. What at the. expence of * 2 
GN. In the approaching change of your ſituat on,l 


Miſs War. Suppole there ſhou'd, Sir; won” t thers 


GEN. I care not what becomes of his ty: : 
Miß, Wal. Bur, Pray let me think a little abou : 
its, Laenenheon | 
Gen. Tis . 3 1 5 was 0 ach irous of 


thing in the way of mine. 
Miſs War. Recollect, Sir; hs offence was wholl 

nat to me. 

_ GaN, Well, my love; and isn't it throwing 3 

obſtacle in the way of my happineſs, when he abs 

you do groſly tor. your readineſs Ny me? 
M War. Sir l— | 


— 


ny 


cid 


The SCHOOL for WIVES. 53 


Gex. 1 ſee, with all your good nature, that chis 18 25 
ayueſtion you cannot rally againſt. 


Mis WAI. It i 18 indeed, Sir.---W hat will tonne: 


of me?” ( (fide. 
Sv. You ſeem ſuddenly diſordered, my love? 
M War. Peg ally; Sir, this affair affocts me- 
ſtrongly. 
I Ge. Well, it is poſſible, that for your fake; I may 4 
not puniſh Rim with as much ſeverity as I intended : : 
In about an hour I ſhall beg leave to beat up your · 


quarters again, with Mr. Torrington; for *tis neceſ- 
ſary I ſhould ſhew you ſome proof of my gratitude, 


| ſince you have been fo. kindly pleas” a to ho onour me 
with a proof of your affection- 


Miſs War. (Sag) So, now indeed, we're in a 


528 liruation. „3 158 [Exeunt. 


8 Cc E N E. an ere at Bereiue . 


Enter Mrs. Belville, and Captain Savage. 


Mes. B21 Ber. argue N me, 1 he Sa- 


vage; but conſider chat I am a Na and 


pity my diſtraction. 
Carr. Dear Madam, there i 1s no occafion to be ſo 


much alarm'd ; Mr. Belville has very properly deter- 


min'd not to fight; he told me ſo himſelf, and ſhould 
have been effectually prevented, if [ hadn' t Known his 
reſolution. 
Mrs. BEL. Pere! is no knowing to TED tics 
he may be provok'd, if he meets Mr. Leeſon ; I have 
ſent for you, therefore, to beg that you will fave him 
1 the poſſibility, either of expoſing himſelf to any 


danger, or of doing an injury to his adverſary. 


Carr. 
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Carr. What would you have me do, Madam ? 
Mrs. Breu. Fly to Hyde-park, and prevent, if 
vet poſſible, his meeting with Mr. Leeſon : Do ir, 
1 conjure you, if you'd ſave me from deſperation. 
Cape. Though you have no reaſon whatever to 
be apprehenfive for his ſafety, Madam, yet, fince vou 
are ſo very much affected, PI e execute 
your commands. _ [ Exit. 
Mrs. BEL. Merciful leaves | where is the generoſi- 
tv, where is the ſenſe, where is the ſhame of men, 
to find 2 pleaſure in purſuits, which they cannot re- 
member without the deepeſt horror ; which they can- 
not follow without the meaneſt freud; and which they 
cannot effect, without conſequences the moſt dreadful ? _ 
The ſingle word, Pleaſure, in a maſculine ſenſe, com- 
prehends every thing that is cruel, every thing that 
' 15 baſe, and every thing that is deſperate : : Yet men, 
in other reſpects, the nobleſt of their ſpecies, make it 
the principal buſineſs of their lives, and do not heſi- 
tate to break in upon the peace of the happieſt fami- 
= lies, though their own muſt be neceſſarily expos'd to = 
gieſtruction.— O Belville! Belville !---my life! my 
love The greateſt triumph which a libertine can ever 
= experience, is too deſpicable to be envied; tis at beſt 
nothing but a victory over his own humanity ; and if 
= hea "huſband, he muſt be dead indeed, if he i is not 
| Cdoubly tortured upon the wheel of recolle&tion. 


Enter Miſs WaLSINGHAM and Lady RAchEL Mitbew. 
_ Miſs Wal. My dear Mrs. Belville, I am ex- 
rremeiy unhappy to ſee you ſo diſtreſs' d. 
Laqy Rach. Now. I am extremely glad to foe her 
ſo, for if ſhe wasn't greatly diſtre(s'd it wou'd be 
monſtrouſly unnatural,” 
Mrs. Bet. O, Matilda Lane huſband !_ my buf. 
band ! my children ! my children 
Miſs Wart. Don't weep, my dear | don't weep | 
Wl prey be comforted, all may end happily. Lady 
Z 3 Rachel, beg of her not to cry ſo. IT : 
5 ah Lady 
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140 Rach. Why, you are crying yourſelf, Miſs 


Walfingham; and tho? I think it out of character to 
encourage her tears, I can't help keeping you company. 


Mrs. BEL. O, why is not ſome effectual method 


contriv'd, to prevent this horrible practice of duelling ? 
Lady Rach. I'll expoſe it on the ſtage, ſince the 


law now a-days, kindly leaves the whole RR 


of it to the theatre. 


Miſs W au. And yet if the laws againſt i it, were as 
well enforced as the laws againſt deftroying the game, 
perhaps it would be e for the benefit of the 


kingdom. 


Mrs. BEI. No law will ever * effectual 511 the 


cuſtom is render'd infamous. Wives muſt ſhriek 


—mothers muſt agonize !---orphans muſt multiply! 
unleſs fome bleſſed hand {trips the faſcinating Zlare 
from honourable murder, and bravely expoſes the 
idol who is worſhip'd thus in blood. While it is 
diſreputable to obey the laws, we cannot look for 
reformation :---But if the duelliſt is once baniſhed 
from the preſence of his ſovereign if he is for life 
excluded the confidence of his country if a mark 
of indelible diſgrace is ſtamp'd upon him, the word 


of publick juſtice will be the ſole chaſtiſer of wrongs ; 


trifles will not be puniſh'd with death, and 1 a 
really meriting ſuch a puniſhmenr, wall be reierv'd 
tor the only proper avenger, the common executioner, 


Lady Rach. I cou du t have expreſs'd my ſelf bet- 


ter on the ſ ubject, my dear: but till ſuch a hand as 
you talk of is found, the beſt will fall into che error = 


of the times. 

Mis War. Yes, and butcher 8 te like mad- 
men, for fear their courage ſhould be ſuſpected by fools, 

Mrs. Ber. No news yer from Captain Savage? 

Lady Rach. He can't have reach'd Hyde-park yet, 
A 

MIG WAI. Let us lead you to you: chamber, my 
dear; Jou Il be better there. 3 

L Mrs, 
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0 wich Pl attend you. 


pointment; engagements of this kind are the only 


Mrs. BI. Matilda, 1 muſt be wretched Lany where, 1 


Lady Rach. Thank hey! n, 1 have no > huſband! to 
Plung e me into ſuch a ſituation! _ 

Miſs Wat. And, if I thought 1 cou d keep my re- 
ſolution, I'd determine this moment on living ſingle 
all the days of * lite, Frey don't me my arm, 
my dear. | Krenn 


LE E NE, Hyde Park. 


Enter 3 
Bur. 1 flacy I am rather before the time of ap- 


ones, in which, now-a-days, people pretend, to any 
- punctuality :---a man is allow'd half an hours law to 
dinner, but a thruſt through the 2 0 mult be g 18 
within a ſecond of the clock. 7 : 


Enter Leeſon, 
Urs. Tour ſervant, Sir. ---Your name 1 ſuppof 
is Belville? 
BEL. ous ſuppoſition i is boys right, Se and I 
fancy Jam not much in the wrong "when I er 
1 name to be Leeſon. _ - 
Lxes. It is, Sir; Tam forry I Med keep you 
| here a moment. 
Ber. I am very forry, Sir, you ſhou'd bring me 
| here at an, 
"Lexs..1 regret the W be dared. Sir; but tis 
not now a time for talking, we mult proceed to action. 
Brr. And yet talking is all the action I ſhall pe 
se to, depend upon it. LES 
LrEs. What do you mean, Sir ? Where a are Jour 
piſtols? 9 
Bzr.. Where I intend they! ſhall r remain all; my next 
journey into the country, very quietly over the chin 
ney in my dreſſing room. 
Les. You treat this matter with too much levity, 
Mr, Belville ; take your choice of mine, Sir. 
BEL. 


+ . 
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. rd rather take them both, if you plea aſe, for 


| then no miſchief ſhall be done with either of them. 


Lets, Sir, this trifling is adding inſult to injury; 
and ſhall be refented accordingly. Didn- t you Come 


here to give me ſatisfaction? 

BL. Yes, every ſatisfaction in my power. 

Lets. Take one of theſe piſtols then. 

BEL. Come, Mr. Leeſon, your bravery will not at 
all be leſſen d by the exerciſe of a little underſtand- 


ing: If nothing leſs than my life cen atone tor the 


mury I have unconfciouſly done you, fire at me in- 


ſtantly, but don't be offended becaule I decline co do 
you an additional wrong. 


LES. S'death, Sir, do you th; nk I come here with 


an intention to ider? _ 


Bit. You come to arm the guilty acainſt the inno- 
cent, Sir; and that; in my opinion, i 10 mot N 


atrocious intention of murder. 
Lets. How's this ?--- 


Bel. Look'e, Mr. Leeſon, there's your P Ro! throws : 
it on the ground ) | have already acted very wrongly with 
reſpe&t to your ſiſter, but, Sir, I have ſome character 


(though perhaps little enough) to maintain, and 1 
will not do a Rill worſe aftich, in raifit ng my hand 
zvainſt your life. . 


Lets, This hypocriral cant af ecwardice Sin is 
too palpable to difarm my reſentment ; though 1 held 
you to be a man of proſligate principle 1 neverche- 


leſs conſider'd you as a man of courage; but, if you 


heſitate a moment longer, by heaven, J il chaſtiſc you 5 


on the ſport. (Draws.) 


BEL. I muſt defend my life; uh if it aid not 
bok like timidity, I would inform you—{ they fight, 
Leeſon is diſarmed )—Mr. Leeſon, there is your word 


gain. 


Lys. Strike it through my boſom, 8 Sir; I don't 
deſire to out- live this inſtant; 
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no merit on that account, is recovered unpolluted, by 


revenge! What tho my fitter is by accident wunſtain'd, 


thereflef&tion !---T wiſh not for the blood of my cnemy, 


happy—as your ſiſter, tho? to my ſhame I can TEM | s 


her family; but let me beg that you will now ſe the 


| 
folly of deciſions by the {word, when jucceſs is not lay 
fortunately chain'd to the ſide of juſtice : Before 7 the 
leave you, receive my ſincereſt apologies for the in- WM. 
juries I have done you; and, be aſſured, no occur- Lay 
Tence will ever give me greater pleaſure, than an op- haz 
portunity of ſerving you, if, after what is paſt, you ] 
wall at any time condeſcend to ule me as a friend. Ex. WW; 
Les. N well. very pee well. aſs 
la 
Enie 7 Connolly. . on 
e What, you have been within hearing, I ſup- C 
Cox. You may ſay that. 5 [ Pas ooo 
Leers. And isn't this very fine? Wii 
Cox. Why J can't ſay much as to the finery of it, Nat p. 
Sir, but it is certainly very fooliſh. 13 
Les. And ſo this is my ſatisfaction after all! [ 
Cox. Yes, and pretty ſatisfackion it is. When Mr. Mr 
: Belville did you but one injury, he was the greateſt yil- I, 
lain in the world; but now that he has done you two, Emi! 
in drawing his ſword upon you, L tappole he 1 is a very Cc 
worthy gentleman Or th 
| Lets. To be foiPd, baffled, epo in my II 


his intentions are as criminal, as if her ruin was actu- 
ally perpetrated; there is no poſſibility of enduring 


but ] would at leaſt have the credit of giving him lite. 


Cor. Arrah, my dear, if you had any regard for ? 

the life of your enemy, you ſhou'dn' t put him in the Hai 
way of death. ro 
Lers. No more of theſe refleftions, my dear Con- 
nolly, my own feelings are pa ainful enough. Will ex 
you be io good as to ta ake theſe dammn'd Pihols, and 2 
come with me to the coach? Spg 
Cox. Troth and that I Will; but don't ma ke your. Wane 
rn 2 1085 i 
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a anealy 8 conſider that you have done every thing 0 


which honour required at yous hands. 
Lzts. I hope to. 


Con. Why you know ſo: You have broke the 
laws of heaven and earth, as nobly as the firſt lord in 
the land, and you have convinc'd the world, that 
where any body has done your family one injury, you 
have Courage enough to do it another yourſelf, by ; 


hazarding your life. 


LEES, "I hoſe, Connolly, who would live reputably 


n any country, mult regulate their conduct in many 
caſes by its very prejudices. ---Cuſtom, with reſpect to 

welling, is a tyrant, whoſe deſporiſm no body ven- 

tures to attack, tho? every body deteſts its cruelty. 


Con. I didn't imagine that a tyrant of any kind 
But where do you 
think of gohig now? For chambers, you know, are 


e be tolerated } in England. 


at pred. nt "moſt delightfully dangerous. 
LES. I ſhail go to Mrs. Crayon” 8. 


Con. What the gentlewoman that paints all man- 


ner of colours in red chalk ? 


LEES, Yes, where I firſt became acquainted with 


Emily. 


Cox. And where the "WIR creature has met you two 
e three times under pretence of ſitting for her picture. 


Lezs. Mrs. Crayons will, I dare fay, oblige me in 
üs ener, with an ap artme nt tor a few days; but 
come, 
jad any prudence, you would abandon me in my pre- 
ent ſituation. 

Con. Ah, Sir, is this your opinion of my friend- 

p? Do you think that any thing can ever give me 
af ſo much pleaſure in ſerving you, as fecing you 
rounded by misfortunes. [Exeunt. 


lhe Scene chang es to an Apartment at Belville' s. 


Enter General Savage, Torrington, and Spruce. 


PRUCE. Miſs Walſingham will wait on ou im- 


mediately, g gentlemen. 
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few fellows, on the borders. of fifry, have io much 
rcalon as my ſelf, to boalt of a : blooming g young woman's 
Partial ty. 


confines of threc ſcore. - 
Gen. The more reaſon I ha ave to boaſt of my vic. 
tory then; but don't grumble at my triumph, you 
Mall have a Lis of the bride „let that content ycu, 


neral, I intended writing to you about a trifling, mi 
take but poor Mrs. Pelville has been o vey il 
that I cowdn't find an opportun ty. 
Gn. 1 am very forry for Mrs. Belville's il aels, 


Gr, Very well. 
| Spruce. (aſale) What can old Holiferccs want i 


cont nually with Miſs Walſingham? [Exit 


Gen. * When Þ bring this fweet mild creature home, 


1 ſhali be be able to break her ſpirit to my own wiſhes... 
Pll inure her to proper diſcipline from the firſt mo- 
ment, and make ker tremble at the very thought of | 


mut ny. 


Tonk. Ah, General, you are wonderfully brave, 
when you know the me lneſs of your adverſary. 


Gtx, Envy, Torr: n2ton-----ftark, ſtaring envy; 


Tox, On the borders of key, man !---beyond the 


'Tor ungton. 
2 iiber Miſe Val ſingham. . 
MEG 5 Wal. Gentlemen, your moſt obedient : Ce. 


but I am happy, Madam, to be p erſonally | in the way 


of receiving your commands, and I wait upon you 
with Mr. Tor ingron, to talk about a marriage kt: 


el!ment _ 

fs War. carer us! how hall I andeceive bio] 
5 (.d. 
Tor, Tis rather an aokwind buſineſs, Miſs Wal 


Fagl m, 10 Troupe you upon; but as the General 
wilhes that the affair may be as private as poſſivi 
he thought it H- iter $0 ſpeak to yourſelf, than to ca 


with any other perſon. 


En 2 Fes, ty lovely g girl; and to convince ha 
| | mt 


- ads 


1g one; 
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chat 1 intend to carry on an honourable war, not to 


uſtce. 

Miſs War. 1 am infinitely oblig'd to your inten- 
tion, but there's no —— to talk about any ſettle- 
ment for- 

GEN. Pardon me, Madam ,—pardon me, there i 1s— i 


p lage like a free-booter, Mr. Torrington will be a 
g 


belides, I have determin'd that there ſhall be one, 
and what I once determine 1s abſolute. A tolerable _ 


hint for her own behaviour, when J have married her, 
T orrington. (afide to Tor. 
Miſs Wal. I muſt not ſhock him before Mr. Tor- 
nington (aſide). General Savage, will you give me 
leave to ipeak a few words in private to you. 
Gen. There is no S r ſounding a retreat, 
Madam; Mr. Torrington is acquainted with the 
whole buſineſs, and I am determin'd, for your lake, 5 


that nothing ſhall be done without him. 


Tor. I can have no objection to your hearing the N 


lady ex parte, General. 


Miſs WAL. What I have to oy, Sir, 1s ol A * 
Particular nature. :--. : 
Ter. (riſing) Pl leave the room hs | 
Gex. (oppoſing him) You ſhan't leave the room, 
Torrington. Miſs Walſingham ſhall have a ſpeci- 
men of my command, eyen before marriage, and you 


ſhall fee, that every woman is not to . me out o 


my determination. (aide to Tor. 
Miſs Wai, Well, General, you muſt have your 
own way. 


Ges. (to Tor. ) Don- t you ſee that i it's only fighting 


the battle ſtoutly at firſt, with one of theſe 1 crea- 


tures? 
Tos. ( Nfg) Ah, General 
Gen, I own, Madam, your ſituation is a diſtreſl 
let us fit down---let us fit down---+ 
"Miſs War. It is unſpeakably diſtreſling indeed, Sir. 
1 OR. Diſtreſſing however as i may be, we muſt "uk 5 
Cee 


2 9 5 * * my 


renne, - 
5 N Wo o 5 . Zed Os COT Ton 
8 * us | 1 IL 
bh "$M 5 


Res ri 4 
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the loſs of the huſband you love. 
my lovely girl. 


fion of the town. 
1 ton---l beg you'll hear me. 
have too many proofs of your dilintereſted affection, 


: affair---T am ſinking under a load of diſtreſs. 


CE YT TN * A a Y MW} I” . " 


iy though. 


As nl MS en dE In EY 


turcs or marri ages to me; tam not going to be bak, ried, 


LA IEC Ao. 


* 
— EARE 


enviable | think the honour, of being g your wife, Sir, 


this morning, my confuſion ariſing f from the Parris Cu- 
_Eriry of the ſubject, has led you into a material mit- 
conception. 


attorney general. 
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cecd to iſſue, Madam; the General propoſe your 
PRIN to be 10001. a year. 
Miſs WAI. General Savage 
Gen, You think this too little, perhaps? 
Miß War. I can't think of any jointure, Sir. 
To. Why to be ſure, a Jo! inture it at beft but a 
melancholly poſſeſſion, for it muſt be purchaſed by 


3 War. Pray don't name it, Mr. Torrington. = 
GEN. (kiſſing K ker hand) A thouſand thanks 1 to you, 


_ Miſs War. For heaven's ſake, let go my pg 5 
kx. I ſhall be mad *rill it gives me legal poſſeſ-. 


Miſs War. Gentlemen—General----Mr. Torring. | 
GEN. By Fall means, my adorable creature; Icannever 
Miſs War. There is a capital miſtake in this whole 
GEN. Your contuſion makes you look charming 
Miſs War. There i is no occaſion to talk of 5 Join- 


"Tor... What's this? 5 
Miſs War. Nor have I an 1 idea in nature, however 


Grn. Madam! 
Tonk. Why here's a e 
Miſs Wal. I am afraid, Sir, that i in our converſati ion 


GEN. I am alerts ack, madam! I cou'du't 
wiſtake my ground. 
Tor. As clear a vl. Preſ: as ever was ile by an 


Gen. Surely you can't 9 that at the frſt 
word. you. hung out a. flag of truce, told me ever. 
; = + BAL 
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that I had a previous friend in the fort, and didn't fo 
much as hint ar a ſingle article of capitulation: EET 
"Tor. Now for the: rejoinder to this replication. _ 
Miß War. All this is unqueſtionably true, General, 
and perhaps a good deal more; but in reality my 
contuſion before you on this ſubject to day, was ſuch, 
that 1 ſcarcely knew what I ſaid; I was dying with | 
diſtreſs, and at this moment am very little better; | 
permit me to retire, General Savage, and only ſuffer me 
to add, that tho? ] think myſelf highly flatter d by your 
| addreſſes, it is impoſſible for me ever to recerye them, 4 
Lord! Lord! I am glad its over in any manner. E Xx. 
Ton. Why, we are a little out in this matter, |! 
General; the judge has decided againſt us, when We 
imagin d ourſelves ſure of the cauſe. 
rx. The gates ſhut in my teeth, Ju: as [ expec- 
| ted the keys from the governor. 
t 1 am diſappointed myſelf, man; 5 ſhan't 
have a kiſs of the bride. „ 
BM _ Gevx. At my time of life too! En 
Ton. I ſaid from the firſt you were too old for her. | 

Gen. Zounds to fancy myſelf ſure of her, ang to 
triump hu pon a certainty of victory. 

Ton. Ay, and to kiſs her hand in a rapturous re- 
turn for her tenderneſs to you :---let me adviſe you 
never to kiſs before folks, as long as you live again. 

Gr. Don't diſtract me, Torrington! a joke, where 
a friend has the misfortune to loſe the battle, 1s 4 
downright inhamanity. 

Tor. You told me that your ſon had a Jr 
of ſomethi ing that you would not hear; ſuppoſe We 

call at his lodgings, he perhaps, as an amicusscuriæ, 
may be able to give us a little information. 

GE. Thank you for the thought; But keep your 
finger more than ever upon you lips, dear Torrington. 
You know how I dread the danger of ridicule, and it 
wou'd be too much, not only 1 to be thraſh'd out of 
the feld, but to be laugh'd at into che bargain. 

Ton. 


A 


. 
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3 I thought when you made a n of 
| your ſweet perſon to Miſs Walſingham, that the bill 
wou d be return d ignoramus. ( Exeunt, 


SR N ; BeLvitle s 


Mrs. BrIvIIE and Lady RacnrL Mrvzw, 5 


* _ wered on a Sopha. 


"2a Racn. You heard what Captain Savage fag? 
Mrs. Ber. I would flatter myſelf, but my heart 
will not ſuffer it; the Park might be too full for he 
| horrid purpoſe, and perhaps they are gone to decide 

the quarrel in ſome other place. 
Lady Rach. The Captain enquir'd of numbers in 


the Park without hearing a ſyllable of them, and is 


therefore nave that they are parted without doing 
any miſchief. 


Mrs. Brl. I am, Sr torn by a thouſand 
apprehenſions, and my fancy, with a gloomy kind of 
fondneſs, faſtens on the moſt deadly, This very | 


morning, I exultingly numbered myſelf in the cata- 


logue of the happieſt wives. Perhaps I am a vife 
no longer perhaps, my little innocents, your un- 


happy father is at this moment breathing his laſt ſigh, 

and wiſhing, O, how vainly ! that he had not pre- 
fer'd a guilty pleaſure to his own 15 to my eternal 
peace of mind, and your felicit) ! 


Enter SpRucz. 


: Server. Madam! madam | my maſter! my maſter! 


Mrs. BEL. Is he ſafe ? 


: Enter rv 
Bxl. My eie, 


Mrs. BEL. O Mr. Belville ! q 5 ( faints. 


BRL. Aſſiſtance, quick! 
Lady Rach. There ſhe revives. 
| Ber. The angel-ſoftneſs ! how this rends my heart? 


Ars. BrL. O, Mr. Belville, if you cou'd — 
| 6 


the agonies I have endur'd, you would avoid the pot- 


billy of another quarrel as long as you lived, out 


of common humanity. 


| Ber. My deareſt creature, ſpare theſe tender re- 
poaches; you know not how ſuflicien ntly am punih'd 


w {ce you thus miſerable. 


Lacy Rach. That's pleaf; ant indeed, when you have 


yourſelf del: 'berarely loaded her with af: CTion. 

Bxl. Pray, pray Lady Rachel, have a little mercy: 
Your poor humble ſervant has been a very naughty 
boy but if you only forzive him this ſin zgle time, he 
ul never more deſecve the rod of correcti m. 3 

Mrs. BEL: Since you are return'd fate, I am happy. 
Excuſe thele fooliſh tears ? they guſh in ſpite of me. 

Ber, How contempribledothey render me, my love! 

Lody Rach. Come, my dear, you mult turn your 
mind from this gloomy ſubject.— Suppoſe we ſtep 


Walſhgham ? 
Mrs. BxT. With all my heart. Adieu, recreant! 


BEL. I don't deſerve ſuch a woms n, I don't of SE 
her.— Let, I believe I am the firſt huſband, that ever 
tound fault with a vw ife, tor having too o much: 80 odncls 


Enter SPRUCE. 


Ny bat the matter ? we 
Spkuck. -Lour ſiſter —— 
BEL. What of my fader? 
SPRUCE. Sir, is clop'd. 


BrL. My fifter ! 


Captain Savage, as ſhe has plac'd her effections un- 
aterably on lr gentleman. 
BEL. Death and damnation! 


Spkuck. Mrs. Moreland, your mother, is in the 


322 


Frateſt diſtreſs, Sir, and begs jou will imme natclv 
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up ſtairs and communicate our Ferse to Ms 


{ Exeunt Mrs. Bel. aud Lady Rach. 


Sekuck. There is a letter le fr, Sir, in which the. 
lays, that her mor: ve was a diſlike to a match With 


* 
- II 
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£9 with the b Gavant that brou: cht the meſſage; for he 
obſerving the young lacy's ma id carry no ſome bundles 
ent, 1 Uitcle ſuipicivuſ'y, thought there muſt be ſome | 
ſcheme going on, and dogg d a hackney coach, in | 
* hich Miss Norland went off, to the very houſe where 
15 ſet her down. 


Ber. Bring me to the 3 inſtantly but don't | 
let a 1511. ble of this matter reach my wife s cars, her | 
ſpirits are already too mncn agitated. [ Exit be 

 Syprvet. Zounds ! we ſhi I be paid home, for the WH ®: 
rf ricks we have play'd in other famil t Exit. of 

Scene changer to Capt. SAVAGE'S Lodgings. ref 

Enter Captain SAVAGE. ; 
INE 

Carr. The vechemence of my -reſdprinent againſt 10 
th s abandon'd wo man has certainly led me too far. | WM: 
ſhowdn't have acquainted her with my diicovery of her . 
baſeneſs — no, if I had ated properly, I ſhould have Wwe 
 conceaPd al) knowledge of the tranſaction till the very Ni. 
moment of her guilt, and then burſt upon her when Wye: 
The was ſole cing with her paramour, in all the fulneſs une 
of ſecurity. Now, if ſhe ſhould either alter her mind, N 

with reſpect to going to the maſquerade, or go in a H 
d' fferent habit to elude my obſervation, I not only M 7 


le the opportunity of expoſing her, but give her Why: 
time to plan ſome e excule for her infamous 
letter tO Bclvilic, | 


: Euter 2 Ser vam. 
. Genera) Savage, and Mr. 1 Sir. 


Carr. You block 22d, why did you let them wait 
a moment? What can be the meaning of this v fc? 


id 5 YO Ee [ Ex. Ser Tant. . 
| ; 
Fi Gemer: al SAVAGE, and n bs 
Ge. 1 come, Horace, to FALK. to you about Vis 
3 ee oa 


Cart 


Car. She's the moſt worthleſs woman exiſting, 
dir: | can convince you of it, 

Gzx. 1 have already chang'd my own opinion & her. 

CapT. What you have fhund her out yourſcif, Sir? 

Yor. Yes, he has made a trifl.ng d.!covery. 

GEN. S' death, don t make me Cuntemptible to my 


bchaviour has come to your knowledge? For an hour 
of g90Gnts 
nels, W! it! K $i tr 3 42 Arter 8 oF 1 Hour = * 


won all the world. 

Carr. Yes, but ſhe has a manner allo to undeceive 
the world thorougl; „„ - 

Tos. That we have found pretty recent! y; how 
ave erer, in this land of libert V NONE are to be pronounc- 
ery Wl! gullty, till chey are polttivcly convicted; I can't 
hen Wherefore find againſt Miss Waifingham, upon the 
nels Niere ſtrength of preſumptive evidence. NEC che ©} 


'nſt 
25 


her 


ind, Wl Carr. Pref: umptive Tenge av abc! promis d 


in a ou ocular de emonttracion 2? Ts 
only Tos. Ay, but 'till we rece; ve thi 's demonſtration, 
her Ny good friend, we cannot give judgement. 


nous Carr. Then Fil tell you at once, Wlio is the ob- 


tet of ak honourable affect: ons. 
927 Who— Who 


dir. 
f In 
1 Bel ville ? 


Gr Erk. Upon Belville! has ſhe d deſerted to him hem 
e corps of virtue? 

Cap. Yes, ſhe wrote to him, defiri ing to be taken 

J. en che maſquera de to ſome convenient ſcene of 

Mis MW'vacy, and tho? I have ſcen the letter, the has che 
1 nce to deny her own hand. 

Cure. What a fiend is there then d diſguis'd under the 


Worm of an angel ! N TOR. 


3 N 
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„ ; 2 (af de to Ton. 
Cap er. But, Sir, what inſtance of her precious 


nas ſcarcely ONT face * thought! her A 114i racle: 
Tos. AY, he nas ha) her a m rac! 'e of ' good- 


Gan, Why the has a manner that wou 4 impoſe 0 


apT, W ul you think if hey were plac PA 
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Ton- The delicate creature that was dying WI th 

confulion ! 

Car. Only come with me to rhe maſquerade, and 
vou ſhell fee Belville carry her off: Tas about 
the ſcandatous appointment with him, I was ipcaking, 
When yo! u eqnceiv'd I treate a her {9 rudely. 

n. And you were only anxious to * her in 
her veal e to me, When J was 10 Excecding|y 
offended with you. ; 
ar. Nothing elfe j inthe world; Sir knew you 
would deſpiſe 309 deteſt her, the moment you werd 
Acqua! inted with her baſeneſs. 
Gex. Ho the brazen'd it out before my face, and 
wha 21 a ated {he affected for your intereſt ! I was a 
madman not to liſten then to your explanation. 
T or, 160 you both talk this point well, I ſtill fog 
nothing but ſtrong Preſu mption againſt Miſs Walſingj 
ham: Miſtakes have alre: ady happened, miſtakes muy 
Happen again; end will not give up a la ady's honouff 
upon an cvidence that wou'd not caſt a common PX K 


4 


poc cket at the Old Baily. 
Car. Come tothe maſquer. ide Sethe convinced 
Gr x, Let us detach a party for dreſſes immediately 
Yer remember, Torr ng ton, that the punctualicy of ev! 
dence Which is neceſſary in a court of law, is by n 
means requiftte in a court of honour. 

Tor, Perhaps it would be more to the honour d 
your honov trable c ourts if it ws. V Excun 
70e Scene charges do an Aper' ment ren 

BEL. (Lelind.) My dear, ycu muſt excuſe me. 
ian, Indeed, Sir, you mult not go up ſtairs. 
22 l. Indeed by at 1 ef, the man 1s polinve 
'the i: Que, and II ſearch every room in it, rom t! 
collar to the garret, if I don't find the lady. Jame 
don't ſtir from the ſtreet door. 
ter Belville Jed by a Maid. 


Mann Sir you are che ſtra rangelt gentleman Jen 
— er 4 


1AtCiy 
evt 


by n 


our d 
Leun 


Von's: 

« 

me. 

Airs. 

VC [ 
el 

Om Us 


Jan 


wou'dn't behave ſo obſtropolous. : 8 
Bel. Good manners by your leave a . ( forcing 
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met with in all my born days — wiſh my miſtreſs 
was at home. 


BzL. I am a ſtrange fallow: my en en if your 
' miſtreſs was at home, I ſhow'd take the liberty of 


peeping into the apartments. 


Maip. Sir, there's company in that room, you 
can't go in there. 


Bl. Now that's the very . I will go in. 


Maip. This muſt be ſome great man, 


the door.) Whoever my gentleman is, III call him to 


a ſevere reckoning :—1 have been juſt call'd to one 


myſclf, for making free with another man' 8 ſiſter, 


Enter Leeſon followed by Connolly. 


"6 L.zxs. Who is it that dares commit an outrage upon D 
this apartment! 3 


Cox. An Engliſhman's very lodging; ; ay, and an 
Irif ſnmon's too, 1 hope, 


Is his caſtle z——an Iriſhman 
Is an Engliſhman all the world over. 
BEL. Mr. Leeſon! ; 


Map. O we ſhall have murder. : ( running of. 


Cox. Run into that room, my dear, and ſtay with 
the young lady, 


(Exit Maid. 
LES. And Connolly let nobody elſe into that room. 

Cox. Let me alone for that, honey, if this 
gentleman has fifty people. 


LEES. Whence 18 it, Mr. Belville, that you Per- 7 
ſccute me thus with injuries? 


xl. I am fill'd with aſtoniſhment! 
Cox. Faith, to 0 ipcak the truth, you do look alte 


ſurpriz'd. 
Lzzs. Anſwer me, Sir; what 1 is the foundation of 


this new violence? 
Ber. I am come, Mr. Leeſon, upon an affair, ir 


Cox. The devil burn me if he was half fo muck | 
contounded a while 805 when there was a naked ſword _ 


URLs | 


at his breaſt, 


or he = 
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BEL. I am come, Mr. Leeſon, upon an affair, Sir, 
that----How the devil ſhall I open it to him, ſince the 
tables are ſo fairly turn'd upon me. 


next oh. 
Bel. A lady, I ſuppoſe * 
LES. Suppoſe it is, Sir! J 


IL. EES. I can't ſee what buſineſs you have with her 
name, Sir, You took away my ſiſter, and I hope you 


have no deſigns upon the lady in the next room. 
BEL. Indeed but I have. 


I. EESs. The devil vou have! 


ever heard of, he Il have all che women in the town, 


ü believe. 


be Mils Moreland! Pp 


BEL. No other 8 than what a brother 


WY thought yourſelf authoriſed to cut my chroat a-while 
2 ago in a ſimilar bufineſs 


LEIS. And is Miſs Moreland: your Cher? 


know ſhe is. 


for blow ! 
* Way 
_ 2 


5585 of it. 


land was my ſiſter? 


ceſſity of apologizing to you, Sir; but J am incapa- 
ble of a diſhonourable deſign upon any woman; and 
WW - to” Miſs Moreland in our ſhort acquaintance, re- 
il "Peavey 


Da eh, Sir, for _ have company in the 


Bur. And the lady; s nameis Moreland, isn't it, Sir? 


Con. Well, this is the molt unaccountable man! 


3 ens And pray, Sir, what Eb FR, have you 
fo the lady in the next room, even enn her to 


ſhould have to the defence of his ſiſter's honouſ: You ² 


Ber. Sir, there 1} 15 inſolence in that t queſtion you 


 Lexs. By heaven, 4 did not know it til this mo- 
ment; but 1 rejoice at the ile rer g This! is blow 


Con. Devil burn me but they: have FEY ly made i 
BEL. And you really didn t know that Miſs More. 


Lzzs, I don't conceive myſelf under OY ne- 


n 1 G 1 


peitedly mentioned her brother, the never once told 
me that his name was Belville. 


Cox. And he has had ſuch few opportunities of 


being in her company, unleſs by letters, honey, that 
ke knew nothing more of her connections, than her 


being a ſweet pretty creter, and having 30,000 l. 


BEL. The fortune, I dare By. no Way leffened the 
force of her attractions. 


Lees. I am above di Maulsctöc e really did not. 
BL. Well, Mr. Lecſon, our families have ſhewn 


ſuch a very ſtrong inclination to come together, chat 


it would really be a pity to diſappoint them. 


Cox. Upon my ſoul and ſo it would; though the 


dread of being forc'd to have a huſband, the young 


lady tells us, quicken'd her reſolution to wes this 


gentleman. 

BEL. O ſhe had no violence of that Lind to appre- 
hend from her family; therefore, Mr. Leeſon, ſince 
you ſeem as neceſſary tor the girl 8 ha appineſs, as ſhe 
teems for your's, you ſhall marry her here in town, 


vith the conſent of all her friends, and ſave yourſelf . 


the trouble of an expedition to Scotland. 
Lzzs. Can ] believe you ſerious? 


BEL. Zounds, Lecſon, that air of ſurpriſe i is a fa 


reproach! I didn't ſurpri 1 you when I did a bad action, 
but T raiſe your aſtoniſhment, when I do a good one. 


Con. And by my foul, Mr. Bclville, if you knew | 
how a good action. becomes a man, you'd never go 


a bad one as long as you liv'd. 


LEES. You have given me life and happineſs. in 
one day, Mr. Belville ! however, it is now time you / 


ſhould fee your ſiſter ; I know you'll be gentle with 
her, tho? you have ſo much reafon to condemn her 
choice, and generouſly remember that her elopement 
proceeded from the great improbability there was of a 


beggar's ever meeting with the ba rpie; of her 
1 0 | 
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Bit. Don t apologize for your circumſtances, Lees. 
ſon; a princeſs could do no more than make you 
happy, and if you make her ſo, you meet her upon 
terms of the moſt perfect equality. | 

LIS. This is a new way of thinking, Mr. Belville. a 

BxT. Tis only an honeſt way of thinking, and! 
conſider my ſiſter a gainer upon the occaſion ; for a 
man of your merit is more difficult to be found, than 
a woman of her fortune. | Exeunt Leeſon and Belville, 
Cox. What's the reaſon now that I can't ſkip, and 
laugh, and rejoice, at this affair? Upon my foul my 

heart's as full as if I had met with ſome great misior- 
tune. Well, pleaſure in the extreme is certainly a 
very painful thing: J am really aſham'd of theſe wo- 
mans drops, and yet I don't know bat that I ought 
to bluſh for being aſham'd of them, for I am ſure no- 
body's. eye ever looks halt fo well, as when it is diſ- 


: figured * a tear of humanity. n, 


* c ap; -_ 


8 0 E N E a Pran han. : 1 1 WM 


Enter BrLvILLE. ing aginec :2046 


"Bar. V. ELL, happineſs | is once more mine, ard Mi 
the women are all going in tip-top ſpirits. to the 5 


maſquerade. Now, Mr. Belville, let me have a few 
words with you; Miſs Walfingham, the ripe, the 
luxurious Miſs Walſingham, expects to find you there 
burning with bar cnc . iny aur friend. 


oe enough to plunge into freſh crimes} : Can you I baſe 
Enough 


Os. . 


- 
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and wicked enough, not only to deſtroy the innocence 
which is ſhelter'd beneath your own roof, but to ex- 


poſe your family perhaps again, to the danger, ot 
ſoſing a fon; a brother, a father, and a huſband E 
The poſſeſſion of the three Graces 1s ſurely too poor 


a recompence for the folly you mult commit, for the 
ſhame you muſt feel, and the conſequences you muft 


hazard. Upon my ſoul 1 4 ſtruggle a little longer, 
| ſhall riſe in my on opinion, and be lels a raſcal 
than I think myſelf :---Ay, but the object is bewitch- 
ing the matter will be an eternal ſecret and if it 
is known that I ſneak in this pitiful m nner from a 
fine woman, when the whole elyſium of her perſon 


ſolicits me ell: and am I afraid the world ſhould 


know that I have ſhrunk from an infamous action '—A 
thouſand bleſſings on you dear conſcience for that one ar- 
gument ;---I ſhall be an honeſt man after all Suppoſe, 


however, that I' give her the meeting; that's danger- 


| OUS; that s dangerous: -and I am ſo little accuſtomed 
to db What is richt, that 1 hall certainly do what is 


wrong, the moment I am in the way of temptation. 


Come, Belville, your reſolution is not ſo very ſlender 


a dependance, and you owe Mrs Walſingham re- 


paration for the injury which you have done her prin- ; 
ciples. I'Il give her the meeting I'll take her to the 
houſe 1 intended—T11----Zounds! what a fool I have 
been all this time, to look for precarious ſatisfaction 
in vice, when there is ſuch exquiiite pleature to be 


found at a certainty in virtue! ; [Exit 
Rh Enter Lady Rachel and Mrs. Belville. 


Lady Rac. For mirth fake don't let kim ſeu — 


There has been a warm debate between his Paſſion and 
his conſcience. 


for it. 


Lady Rach. Dear Mrs. Belville you are the beſt 
of women, and ought to have the beſt of huſbands. 


3 Mrs. 


enough to abuſe the goodneſs of that angel your wife; 


Mrs. BEL. And che latter is the conqueror, my life 
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Mrs. BRL. I hove the beſt of huſbands. 1 

Lady Racn. I have not time to diſpute the matter q 
with you now; but I ſhall put you into my comedy tg 
teach WIVES, that the beſt receipt for matrimonial hap- 
pineſs, is to be deaf, dumb, and blind. _ 
Mrs. BET. Poh! poh | you are a ſatireſt, Lady 
RNachel— But we arc loſing time; ſhou'dn't we put 
on our dreſſes, and prepare for the grand ſcene ? 
Lady Rach. Don't you tremble at the trial? 
Mrs. BRU. Not | in the leaſt, lam ture my heart has 

No occaſion. 
Lady Rach. Have you let Miss Walſingham into 
our little plot? 
© Mes. Ber. You know ſhe cou'd. not be infenſible 
of Mr. Belville's deſign upon herſelf, and it is no far- 
ther than that dcſi, Zn, we have ANY ching to ry into 
; exccution. ; 
Lady Rach. Well, the may. ſerve to facilitate the | 
matter, and therefore 1 am not ſorry that you have 
Trilted her. 
Mrs. BEL. We hall be too le, and then what 
 Gonifics all your fine plotting. 
Lady Rach. Is it not a little pang of jealouſy that 
4 wou d "Fain now quicken our motions ?. 
Ars. BEL. No, Lady Rachel, it is a certainty o 
my huſband's love and generoſity, that makes me | 
with to come to the trial. I wou'd not exchange my 
confidence in his affections ſor all the mines of Peru; 
fo nothing you can ſay will make me miſerable, 
Lady Racu. You are a moſt unaccountab'e wo⸗ 
man; ſo away with you. pied Th * 


SQ E N E continued. 
Enter Sb ruce and Ghaſtly. 


sxavcx. W hy, Ghaſtly, the old general your ma 

tere is a greater fool than I ever chought he was : He 
want to marry Miſs Walſingham ? 

| Ent. Mrs. TROP: es that there was 


fougs 


A 9 


conſulting with Mr. Torrington; and ſo ſet meon to liſten. 
the hoſpital, is I ſuppoſe a ſnug hundred a year, 
 GuasT. Better than two; I waſh for near four 


put in for it, and pleaded a large family— ' 
SPRUCE. With long ſervices, I ſuppoſe. 


ſervices; ſo the major was ſet aſide—However to keep 
the thing from the damn'd News-papers, I fancy he 


ar- of tine children. PRE ; in public enden . 


nto Segvce. Are often ſweetly diſpos'd I think ot aſking 


WW Bclville for ſomething, one of cheſe 23 bac 
the Gnasr, He has great intereſt. 


ave WH Syzvce. I might be a juſtice of peace, "1 11 ſed, . 
. nd in a ſhabby. neighbourhood, where the mere 
vhat bearing would. bring in ſomething tolerable; but 


there are fo many ſtrange people let into the com- 


that Wniſſion now- -a-days, that I thou'dn' 3 like to have my 


ame in the liſt. 
ty of W Gnasr. You are rinhe. 1 
me SPRUCE. No, no, J leave that to paltry 8 


e my ad ſhall think of ſome little ſinecure, or a mall i 


*cru; eenfion on the Iriſh eſtabliſhment. 


Gaasr. Well, ſucceſs attend you. I mie hobble 


> w0- Wome as faſt as I can, to know if Mrs. Tempeft has 
re, ey orders; O, there's a | rare ſtorm brewing for our 
Na goat of a General. 

SpaeueB. When ſhall v we crack a bottle RR PEE #: 
GHasT. O, I ſhan't touch a glaſs of Claret theſe 
mah ee weeks; for laſt night I gave nature a little fili 


: He With a drunken bour, according to the doctor's direc- 
Nies; I have entirely left off bread, and I am in great 


es that 1 ſhall get rid of my gout by theſe means, 
ome⸗ — 2 | eſpe⸗ 


| Emerhing going rend by all his 8 | 


SPRUCE. She's a good friend of your's, and that 
thing ſhe made the General give you the other day in_ 


thouſand people : there was a major of horte Who 
GUAST. Ves, but Mrs. Tempe inſiſted upon my long 


will ſucceed the barber, who died laſt night, poor wo- 
wan, of a lying-in fever, after being brought to bed 
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ſpecially if 1 can learn to eat my; meat quite. raw like : 
: a cannibal. 


: young fellow as any under ground in the whole pariſh of 
St. James's: but waiting on the General ſo many years. 


ſee. Theſe miſerable ſpindles wou'd do very well for 
a lord or a duke, Spruce; but they are a fad diſgrace | 


— 


dent ſolicitude for the main- chance, to a ſtrict care 
little girl who ſtands me in about three guineas a 


and ſwallow a new laid 88 fe morning with my 
chocolate. | Ob e eee 


7 he Scene ehavgts 70 "the Street, two Chairs 


8 A * ee 
2 -. — 4 — — — —— * —— — o — — 


place is quite convenient, not en, 8 from the 
5 maſquerade. 


| chase n But, gentlemen, we have ſtill no more 
than proof preſumptive :- here is the ocular de- 


DR remarkable one, and ſo is Belville's. - 
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Spruce. Ha, ha, hal 


GAST. Look at me, Spruce, I was once as likely a 


Struck. Ay, and following his example, Ghaſtly, 
 GnasrT. Tis too true: has reduc'd me to what you 


to a poor valet de CNA... (Ext. 
' Sexvcs, Well, I don't believe there's 8 a gentlemar' 8 
gentleman within the weekly bills, who Joins a pru- 


f his conſtitution, better than myſelf. I have a 


week ; I never bet more than a pound upon a rubber 
of whiſt ; I always ſleep with my head very warm ; 


croſs the Stage, knock at a Door, and . down 
BELVILLE and a Lady. 


Bl. This way, my dear creature! = . 
Enter Gen. Savage, Cape. Savage, and Fatringion, 
Capr. There there they go in Mou ſee the 


GEN. How cloſely he fellow ſticks to . 
Tonk. Like the De ſeal to the peerage patent of a 


monſtration which we were to have? 
Cap. I'll fwear to the blue domino; 3 *tis a very 


_ To, Lou wou'd. have rare cuſtom among the New 


„ * 
* 


ke 
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eunt,. 


ton, 


= the 


1 the | 


- of 4 
more 
r de- 
very 


New— 


Were 7 I. WIA aa ES 
a - . - * . 7? k 
F A Ker d — y 
of * ; ; \ « Þ Rt ++ - OP 0 33" . 
3 WF, EP Ao 3. 
þ = ITY 9 5 
bh. FOR ORE! 8 of 272 
» 
- 4 


fatal conſequence 3. 
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gate ſollicitors, if you'd, venture an oath upon the 
identity of the party under it. 

Gtx, Tis the very ſize and ſhape 25 Miſs Wal: | 
ingham. 

To. And yet I have. a ſtrange notion that there! is 
a trifling alibi in this caſe. 
Gx. It wou'd be a damm d affair if we ſhow'd bs 


anger min d. 


Car. O, follow me, here? 8 the door left lucky: 
open, and Pl ſoon Sar: up the matter beyond a 
Ueſtion. [ Enters the houſe. 
Tok, Why your ſon is ; mad; General. 
produce a deadly breach with Belville. 


Gxx. By all means, or the poor fellow's generous ' 
anxiety on my account way; be Prove of very 
Excunt. 


7 be Scene changes to an aparment, Belville unmaſked, 


and a lady in a blue domino maſt d. 


BEL. My dear Miſs Walſingham, we are now per- 
fectly ſafe, yer I will by no means. intreat you to un- 


maſk, becauſe I am convinc'd, from the propriety with 


which you repuls d my addreſſes this morning, that 
you intend the preſent interview ſhould make me ſtill 


more deeply ſenſible of my preſumption. I never 
lied ſo aukwardly 1 in all my lite; 
her comply, I ſhould be at no loſs for language. (a/ide) 
The ſituation in which I muſt appear before you, Ma- 


if it was to make 


dam, is certainly a very humiliating one; but I am 
perſuaded that your generoſity will be grat Hed to 
hear, that I have bid an everlaſting adieu to my pro- 


fligacy, and am now. only alive to the virtues of Mrs. 


Belville,---She won't ſpeak—1 don't wonder at it, for 


brizen as I am myſelf, if I met fo mortifying a re- 


jection, L ſhould be curſedly out of countenance. 


eee ee eee 


This muſt 
For heav'n's 
lake, let's go in and prevent any exceſſes of his raſhneſs. 


— 
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858 alarm'd, Miſs Walſingham, be aſſur'd I'll protec; 
you at the hazard of my lite z—ſtep 1 into this clofet,—- 
vou ſhan't be diſcover'd depend upon it; (e goes 
in): And now to find out the cauſe of this con- 
| fuſion. ETSY PTY (unlocks the door. 


behaviour! = 


for which I am oblig d to your friendſhip. 


ſtorm was entirely againſt my orders. 
ries, we mult amuſe him with a commiſſion of lunacy. 


ment, Mr. Torrington ; but as you and the General 
ſcem to be in the poſſoſſion of your ſenſes, I ſhall be 
glad if you'll take this very friendly gentleman 

away; and depend upon it, I ſhan't dic in his debt 
5 for the preſent obligation. 


tion when you will, I fhan't tir till 1 ſee Miſs Wal. 
_ fingham. —Look'ee, Belville, there are ſecret reaſons 


yourſelf will approve, when you know them m 
father here 


78 Th SCHOOL fr WIVES. 


Carr. (behind) I will go in. 

 Grn. 7behind.) I command you to deſiſt. 
: Tor. (behind.) This * be an affair for the 
9 


* (The moiſe grotos more violent, and continues. 
Bl. Why, what the devil is all this? — Don't be 


Enter Gen, Sink Capt. Savage, and Torrington. 
Bl. Savage! what Is the — —— of chis ſtrange 


Carr. Where i is Mife Walflngham | 2 
Ber.. So then, Sir, this is a premeditated ſcheme, 


| Capr, Where's Miſs Walſingham, Sir? 
GEN. Dear Belville, he is out of his ſenſes; 3 | this 5 


Ton. If he proceeds much longer in ed vaga- 


BI.. This is neither a time nor a place for argu- 


Carr. And depend upon it, Sir, pay the obliga- 


S 
for my behaving in this manner; reaſons, which you 


GN. Diſavows your conduct in every particular, 
and woud rejoice to ſee you at the halberds AY 
| Tox. 


„ 


"was a downright burglary. 
Ber, Well, gentlemen, let your Afevent motives 


for breaking in upon me in this agreeable manner, 
be what they may, I don't fee that 1 am leſs annoy'd 
by my friends than my enemy. I mult therefore 


again, requeſt that you will all walk down ſtairs, 
Carr. I'll firſt walk into this room, 
BEL. Really, I think you will not. 


Sv. What phrenzy cans the fellow ro urge 
5 this matter farther ? | 


Capr. While there's 8 fingle doubt ſhe triumphs 


cover juſtice; (drawing. 1 will go into that room. 


Br. Then vou muſt make your way thro? me. 


Enter Mrs. Belville. | 
. Hur. 8 


Capr. There, I Look” ſhe was in | the room — 
there s the blue domino. 

Exx. Put up your ſword, if you | don't aefire to 
be caſhier'd from my tavour for ever. _ 
BT. Why, wou'd you come out, madam? But, 
you have nothing to apprehend, —=_ 


„arr. Pray, madam, will you have the goodnefs 
to unmaſk ?. 5 


Bx. She ſhan't unmaſk. 
Capr. I ſay ſhe ſhall. 
BEI. I ſay ſhe ſhall not. 
Mrs. BEL. Pray, let me oblige the gentleman # 
Car. Death and deſtruction, here's a diſcovery 
| Gen. and Tos. Mrs. Belville ! 


Mrs. BEL. Yes, Mrs. Belville, gentlemen: Is con- 
lugal fidelity ſo very terrible a thing now a-days, 


chat a man is to fuffer death for be:ng tound in 
company with his own wife? 

BEL. My love, this is a ſurprize, indeed—But It 
is a moſt agreeable one; fince you find me really 


aſnam'd of my former follies, and cannot now doubt 


the ſincerity of my reformation. _ Ars. BEI 
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Pon, And, for my part, 1 told him previouſly 


1 : 
— er ad 


— 
— 2 — — —_— 
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to the maſquerade ? 


. a bleſſed expedition here. 


into evidence, it wou'd be equally to the credit of 
their underſtandings * e 


miſtake (for you ſee, Belville was miſtaken as well 
being Mrs. Savage. 


yet be prevail'd upon to come into our family. 


| Mrs. Ber. Lam too happy! als, fi ngle moment 
wou'd over pay a whole life of 0 W M2. 
BEL. Where ſhall I attend you ? Will you return 


Mrs. BEL. O no! Lady Rachel we Miſs Walſing- 
ham are by this time at our houſe, with Mr. Leeſon and 
the Iriſh-gentleman whom you preſs'd into-our party, 
impatiently expecting the reſult of this adventure. 

BEI. Give me leave to conduct you home then from 
this ſcene of confuſion. To- morrow, Captain Savage, 
I ſhall beg the favour of your explanation; (2½ de 19 
bim as he goes out.) Kind gentlemen, your moſt 
humble ſervant. 

Mrs. Bet. And had you next diſturb 4 Fete a 
tete, for pity to a poor wife, don't let it be ſo "ay 
INT. a * as the matrimonial one. 

(Exeunt Bel. and Mrs. Bel. 
Gx. (to the Capt.) $0, Sit, you have led us upon 


Took. Now, don't you Au that if) your c. courts of 
honour, like our courts of law, ſearch'd a little minutety | 


Cappy. Tho' I am. cover'd with confuſion. at my 


as myſelf,) I am ovegoy's d at this diſcovery of Mis 
| Walſingham' $ innocenſe. 

xx. I ſhou'd exult in it too, with a feu de joy, 
if it didn't now ſhew the impollibility of her ever 


5 . Dear Sir, why ſhould you think that an 

impoſſibility ? Tho be miſt ak es have occurrd 
conſequence I ſuppoſe, of Mrs. Belville's little plot 
upon her huſband, I dare ſay Miſs Walſingham may 


Tonk. Take care of a new error in your procees- 
ings, young gentleman, 8 


ry 


on 


of 


ely 


of 


my 


yell 


lis 


Joy, 
ver 


an 


rd 


plot 


may 


eed- 


(GEN. Ay, another defeat would make us com- 
pleatly deſpicable. 

CayT. Sir, I'll forſeit my life, if the does not 
conſent to the rnarriage this very night. 


Gen. Only bring this matter to bear, and 1 11 kor- 


zue you every thing. 
Tok. The Captain ſhou'd be inform? 1 think 


General; that ſhe declin'd it perem el. this evening. 1 


GEN. Ay, do you hear that, Horace 
Capr. I am not at all ſurpriz d at 10 e 


the general miſconception we labour'd under. But I'll. | 
immediately to Belville's, explain the whole myſtery, 


and conclude every thing to your ſatisfaction. [ Exit. 


Gen: So; Torrington, We all be able to take the | 


field again, you ſee. 


Tor. But how in the name of wonder has your 
{on found out your intention of mariying Miſs Wal- 
fingham ? I look'd upon m nytel N as the only berſon | 


acquainted with the jecret. 
Gen. That thought has arte 
three times to my on recollection. 


* 


Tor. O, if you gave bim any hints at all, 1 am ; 


not ſurpriz 4 at his diſcovering every thing. 


GEN. I ſhall be all impatience 'til! I hear of his 
interview with Miſs Walſingham: Suppoſe my dear 
friend we went to Belville” s, tis but in the next 
ſtreer; and we ſhall be there in the lighting of a match. 

Tor. Really this is a pretty buſineſs for a man of 


my age and profeſſion, trot here; trot there; Bur, 


as J have been weak enough to make myſelf a kind 
| of party in the cauſe, I own that I have curioſity 


enough to be anxious about the determination. 


Gr. Come along my old boy; and remember 


Ke long, « Serie /pirits, &c.” ( Ereunt. 


M The 
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itſelk two or 


For tho! 1 
gave him ſome diſtant hints of the affair, I took parti- 


cular care to Keep behind the works of a e cir- 
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The Scene changes to Belville's. 

Enter Captain Savage and Miſs Walfingham. 

Caor. Nay, but my deareſt Miſs Wa Ingham, 


the extenuation of my own conduct to Belville 
made it abſolutely neccſſary for me to diſcover my 
engagements with you; and) as happineſs is now 0 


- fortunately in our reach, I flatter myſelf you will ih 1 


Prevail'd upon to forgive an error, which 
ceeded only trom an extravagance of love. 


Miſs WAL. To think me capable of ſuch an ac. 
tion, Captain Savage! I am terrified at the idea of a 


union with you, and! it is better for a woman at a ny 
time, to ſacrifice an folent lover, chan to acc Ep of 


a ſuſpicious huſband. 


Capt. In the happieſt unions, my Jearell creature, 


there muſt be als, 478 ſomething to overlook on both 
1 
Mis War. Very civil, truly. 
Carr. Pardon me, my lite, for „ F eee 


and recollect, chat if the lover has thro? mifconcep- i 
tion been unhappily gui ilty, he brings a huſband « al- 


together reform'd to your hands. 


A/ War. Well, I fee I muſt foroi ive yo Ib at lift . 
_ 6 I may as well make a me >Pil er neceſſity you 1 


voking creature. 

Car. And may I hope, indeed, for the blefi ing 
of this hand? 

Miſs WAL. Why, you wretch, would you have 


me force it upon you? I think, after what I have 
ſaid, a ſoldier might have ventur 9 to take 1 it without | 


farther ceremony. 


Carr. Angelic cre.. cure! thus 1 * it as my 


lawful Prize. 
Miſs War. Well, but n now you have obtained this 
ineſtimable prize, Captain, give me again leave to atk 


it 7 have had a certain n cxplanationwith the General? 


Capr. 


r 


NN 
* 


| - ena 


30 


Capr. How can you doubt it? 


3 marriage ? 

0 Caper. 'Tis incredible how exrneſt IS: 

y Miſs WAL. What, did he tell you of his inter vier 
0 with me this evening, hen he brought Mr. Tor- 
e - rington ! |: 

* Carr. He did. 

5 Miſs War. O, then, l « can have 0 goubt. 
55 Sr. IF a ade of doubt remains, here he 
a comes to remove it. Joy, my. dear Sir | Joy a thou- 
1 * land times | 

of : 

; Enter Ce at Savage, and Torringto 
re, 


Cay + ? 
him with a victory, indeed, General. 


Trung. 


General. 


ment, but the ſtars have fortunately turn'd it in my 
four, and now ] reap the rich reward of my vic- 
ory, (Salutes ber) 

CAPT, And here I take her froi a you, as the eee 
good which heav'n can ſend me. 

Mis War. O, Captain! 


Gen, You take her as the grea ateſt il whic h 
my heay'n can fend you, ſirrah; I take ber as the greateſt 


And now what 


good which heav'n can ad me 
this have you to ſay to her ? 
o alk Mifs WAI. General Savage | 


val? Tor. Here will be a freſh e to ſtop pro- 
pr. ccedin LS. 
Miſs War. Are we never to have done with 
miſtakes? 
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Miſs Wau. And he is really impaticnt for our 


Grx. What, my dear boy, have you carried the 
Mi War. 1 1 17 been weak enough to indulge 
xx. None val tne brave, none but the brave, E 5 
Ton. I congratulate you heart ly on this GCCICC, : 


Gr. This had nearly probe a day of diſapps' nf": 
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Gan. What miſtakes can have happen'd now my 
ſweeteſt ? you deliver'd vp your dear hand to me chi- 
moment? 
Miſs WAI. True, Sir; but 1 thought you were | 
zoing to deſtore my dear hand upon this deat gen. 
tleman. 
GN. How! that dels cenfleinan't | 
Caper. I am thunder-fſtruck |! 0 5 , 
Tor. General. Nane but the brave, Se. [r. 
Gx. So the covert way is Seat d at laſt; and you 
| have | Imagin'd that I was all along negociating for this! 
fellow, when I was gravely ſoliciting for myſclf? 
Miſs War. No ocher idea, Sir, ever once enter”! 
my imagination. 
Tonk. General, ----Neble minds 22 ne er 7 : 
c. [ inp, 
[e3H Zounds ) bent 8 all the company pouring 
upon us in full gallop, and ] ſhall be the laughing] 
ſtock of the whole town. 


Emer Belville, Mrs. Belville, Lady Rachel, Leeb 
and Connolly. | | 


Ber." Well, e we have let you a long tim: 
together. Shall [ give you joy ? 
Gx. No; with me demoliſh'd in the fortificatio as 
"of Dunkirk. - 
Mrs. Bru. What's the matter 2 
Lady) Racn. The General appears diſconcerted. 
1522 * gi gentleman looks as if he had tought 
5 hard battle. | 
_ Cox, Ay, and gain vd nothing but a 3 my deaf 
Ton. I'll ſhow: cauſe for his bchavicur, 2, 
Gtx. Death and damnation ! not for the world 
J am taken by ſurpriſe here; let me conſider a mo 
ment how to cut my way thro' the enemy. 


0 F hs 
\ il 
174 
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Mike Wal. How cov'd you be deceiv'd i in this 


hi. nanner. e eee 

| Lady Racn. O, Mr. Torrington, we are much 
were oblig'd to you; you have been in town ever ſince laſt 
gen-! night, and only fee us now by accident. 


Tos. I have been very buſy, Madam but you. 
look ſadly, very ſadly indeed ! your old diforder the 
jaundice, I ſuppoſe, has bgen very troubleſome to you? 


Por i Lady Racn, Sir, you have a yery Waage g 
you 4 mode of complimenting your acquaintance. _ 
Fine Cox. I don't believe for all that, that there's : 


word of a lie in the truth he ſpeaks. (a/d 
Mrs. Brl.. Miſs Walſingham, Capt. Savage has 
been telling Mr. Belville and me of a very extraor- 
Dag, Adinary miſtake. 


ar 4 Miſs Wal. 'Tis very ſtrange indeed, wiſtake on 
irinsl a miſtake. = Des 
zig] Brr. Tis no way ſtrange to find every body pro- 


perly ſtruck with the merit of Miſs Walſingham. 
Miſs Wal. A compliment from you now, Mr. = 
eco Belville, is really worth accepting. | 


2 gy — 4 — INOS ** Y : F , 
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rx. If I thought the affair cou'd be kept a fe 
cret, by making the town over to my lon, fince Iam 
tin vtterly ſhut out F myfelf---- 5 
gy Carr. He ſeems exceedingly embarraſſed. — 
aon! en. If 1- thought that ;---why . mortified as T | 
muſt be in giving it up, I think I cou'd reſolve upon vt 
the mancœuvre, to ſave myſelf from univerſal ridicule: bl 
80 but it can't be ;---it can't be; and I only double my il 
rh. own diſappointment in rewarding the diſobedience of i} 
” the raſcal who has ſupplanted me. There !---there! || 
they are all talking of * all laughing at me, and 1 — 
ſhall run mad! — 
Mrs. Tzur. (Zebind) 1 ay, you fa: bes 5 l 
1 


puppy, he is in this houſe; my own ſervant ſaw hun a 
come in, and will not ſtir till L find him. 
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it ſcems; and you want to be married it ſeems ? 


0 the relation. 


company. 


end you want to marry Miſs We Ingham, inc cd! 


be abuſive, without kecping a ci il tongue in her head, 


n 


out 2 little. 
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Gt She here l. then deliberation | is over, and [ 
am entirely blown up. 


3 Racn. PU take notes ; of this affair. 


Enter Mrs. Tempeſt. 
Mrs. Tru. Mighty well, Sir. So you are in love 


Lees. My bleſſed aunt .O how proud Lam of 
Gen. Dear Bab, give me quarter before all this 
Mrs. Temy. You are in be. you old fool, are 3 


Cox. I never heard a pleaſanter ſpoken g gentlewoman 


— hone, if I had the taming of her, he "hou'd d never 


Mrs. TEM. Well, Sir, and when! 18 s the happy y day | 


BEI. What the devil. is OS true, Denon . N 
Gen, Truc.---Can you bclicve ſuch an abſurdity ? 
Mrs. Trur. Why, will you deny, vou miserable 


old mummy, chat vo made propoſal of marriage o 
| her 2 


xx. Yes I do---no I don- t---propoſals of marr! WE 1 : 
Miſs Wal, In favour of Four lon. ---F U. help him 


| 5 75 
Gen. Ves, in favour of my fon---what the ccvil 


: ſhall Ido? 


Mrs. Be. Shall I take a leſſon from this lady, 


Mr. Belville? Perhaps if the women of virtue were 


to pluck up a little ſpirit, they might be ſoon as well 
treated as kept miſtreſſes. 


Mrs. Trup. Harkee, 3 Savage, I e 


you aſſert a falſchood; but if you ſpeak the truth, 
5 BY your ſon this moment to Mis Wallingham, and 
3 


t me be fairly rid of my rival. 
GEN. My ſon! Miſs Walſingham (---Mils Wal. 


: Gingham, my fon ! 


"MM 
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BxT. It will do, Horace; it will do, 
Mrs. TEMP. No prevarications, General Savage; 
do what 1 bid you inſtantly, or by all the wrongs of 
an enraged woman, Pl] fo expoſe you. 
Con. What a fine fellow this is, to have the com- 
mand of an army! OY bY 
"Box If Mifs Wal \fincham can be Prevaited upon. 
Tonk. O, ſhe'll oblige you readily---But you mul 
ſettle a good fortune upon your fon. _ 
Mrs. Temy. That he ſhall do.  — 
Mrs. Brl. Miſs Wallingham, my Dear--- 
12 Miſs War, I can refuſe nothing either to your re- 
1 queſt, or to the requeſt of the General. | 
GEN. Oblige me with your hand then, Nac: 
come here you come here Captain. . here, there i is 
Miſs Walſingham's hand for you. 
| Con. And as pretty a a little my it is, as wy. in hs 
three kingdoms. 
Gx. Torrington ſhall ſettle tha eee 
LESs I give you joy moſt neartily, Madam. 
BEL. We all give her joy. 
Capt. Mine is beyond the power of expreſſion. | 
Miſs Wat. (aſide to the Company And ſo is the 
General's, J believe. 
Cox. O faith, that may be cafily ſeen by the ſweet: 
neſs of his countenance. _ 
Tor. Well, the cauſe being now at laſt derermin d, 
I think we may all retire from the court. 


ady, Gen. And without wy great. credit, kt fear, to the 
Were General. | 
well Con. By my ful, you may fir that. 
Mrs. Teme. Do you murmur, Sir? Come this 
moment home with me. 


Gen. I'll go any where to hide thin i bead 
of mine: what a damn'd campaign have I made of it! 
[ Exeunt Gen. and Mrs. Temp. 
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"hw Upon my foul, if 1 was in the Geier 


Th Pd vice the houſe with this n I'd kecp 
within doors myſelf, and make her take the outſide, 


BEL. The day has been a buſy one, thanks to che 


communicative diſpoſition of the Captain! 


Ars. Bet: And the evening ſhould be chearful. 
Ber. I fman't therefore part with one of you, 'til] 


ve have hada hearty laugh at our general adventures, 


Miſs Wal. They have been very whimſical in- 


deed; yet if repreſented on the ſtage, I hope they 
x wou'd be found not only entertaining, but inſtructive, 


Lady Rach. Inſtructive l why the modern Critics 


: ay * the only bulineſs of Comedy i is to make pco- 
. laugh. 


But, T hat is degrading the dignity of letters ex: 


S ceedingly, as well as leſſening the utility of the ſtage 
- "A good comedy is a capital effort of genius, and 
mould therefore be directed to the nobleſt purpoſcs. 


Miſs WAI. Very true; and unleſs we learn ſome- 


thing while we. thuckle,: the carpenter who nails a 
Pantomime together, will be entitled to more applauſe, 
: than the 1 2 comic 2 much in the Kingdom. 
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